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County of Santa Clara Breaks Ground on New Morgan Hill 
Courthouse and Justice Agencies Building  

New Campus Will Benefit South County Residents 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Today, the County of Santa Clara broke ground for the new Morgan Hill 

Courthouse and the accompanying  Justice Agencies Building -- two prominent additions to the civic 

architecture in southern Santa Clara County.  Totaling 90,000 square feet of interior space and 8 acres 

of site area, this two-building justice facility campus will be a community focal point adjacent to 

downtown Morgan Hill, providing for both civic character and community service. The campus is 

strategically located on Butterfield Boulevard, at the corner of Diana Avenue.  A new pedestrian 

connection from the campus to the historic downtown neighborhood, along with a generous landscape 

design of indigenous plants will anchor this project.  

 

 “The Morgan Hill Courthouse and Justice Agencies Building will provide South County residents a 

full service courthouse,” said District 1 Supervisor Donald F. Gage, County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors.  “The facility will serve our current and future needs as population grows in South County 

and the demand for services increases.” 

 

The two story, 73,000 square-foot Superior Court facility will include six courtrooms and related 

judicial spaces, a Court Clerk’s office, jury assembly and deliberation spaces, and court day-holding 

detention facilities. The one-story, 17,000 square foot Justice Agencies Building will house offices for 

the County District Attorney, Public Defender and Probation Department.  
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"We are pleased that the project is moving forward despite difficult economic times," said Mayor of 

Morgan Hill Dennis Kennedy.  "The new courthouse is a real investment in our downtown. It will 

bring more community members, jurors, judges and attorneys into downtown Morgan Hill and that 

will be good for businesses." 

 
Approval of the project, followed an extensive community review process including workshops and 

public meetings with the Morgan Hill City Council / Redevelopment Agency and residents of the 

community. 

 
“Considerable thought was given to designing a functional campus that also would be compatible with 

a growing community,” said County Executive Pete Kutras.  “As a resident of Morgan Hill, I am 

pleased to see the project get underway.” 

 

Interior spaces of the facilities, including the grand main lobby and the public circulation spaces, will 

be filled with natural light.  Views of the neighboring hills will be visible from inside the building.  

There also will be shaded outdoor plazas.  The continuous colonnade of courthouse bay windows will 

anchor the building. Surface parking will be nestled behind the buildings, so that the prominent public 

image will be architectural. Signage will be simple and easy to understand with architectural and 

landscaping which create a clear and understandable path for visitors. The new courthouse judicial 

campus will be a civic landmark in Morgan Hill.  

 

"The commencement of construction of the South County Courthouse in Morgan Hill is the result of a 

collaborative effort by the County of Santa Clara, the City of Morgan Hill and the Superior Court to 

ensure heightened access to justice in a first class facility for decades to come,” said Presiding Judge 

Thomas Hansen, Superior Court of California - County of Santa Clara. 

 

The Architect is RossDrulisCusenbery Architecture of Sonoma, Calif. The construction manager is 

Don Todd Associates of San Jose and San Francisco, Calif. The construction contractor is West Bay 

Builders of Novato, Calif.  The project director is County of Santa Clara Facilities and Fleet 

Department, Capital Programs Division. Construction cost is $31.8 million. The total project cost is 

estimated at $50.5 million. 
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