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FIGHT AGAINST WEST NILE VIRUS CONTIN
IN WEST SAN JOSE & SARATOGA  

FOGGING TO SUPPRESS ADULT MOSQUITOES R
 

(San Jose, California) On Tuesday, August 1, weather permitting, the Santa Clara Coun
fog again in West San Jose and part of Saratoga, in the area of Johnson Avenue and P
begin at 11:00 pm. This is the same area that was previously treated. The discovery of 
following the first fogging on July 7 and the continued presence of infected birds in this a
District to resume fogging to protect the residents in the area. Subsequent foggings may
weather conditions are not favorable for the Tuesday fogging, or if further positive mosq
fogging.  
 

In an effort to find and eliminate mosquito sources in the area, the District recently comp
search of un-maintained swimming pools. A significant number of pools were found in th
employees are now in the process of contacting the owners. The pools are checked and
are then given two weeks to remedy the problem and have the pools back in running or
 

The District also continues to vigorously pursue larval treatments in creeks ponds, gutte
area to prevent mosquitoes from developing. “Control of mosquitoes in their aquatic or w
the main focus of our District,” said Tim Mulligan, District Manager. “By targeting and tre
swimming pools, we feel we now have a better handle on the sources in the area. By ta
now, we believe we can have an impact on suppressing West Nile Virus in the area.” 
 

A total of five West Nile virus infected groups of mosquitoes have been found in the imm
West Nile infected birds continue to be found in the area. Over 40 infected birds have be
There have been no human cases reported to date.  
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Mosquito Fogging – Page 2 
Fogging Procedure: 
The District will apply the same product, Pyrethrin, used in the previous fogging to suppress adult mosquitoes.    
Adult mosquito control by ground fogging will begin at 11pm. This procedure will kill adult mosquitoes that are already 
infected and will significantly reduce the potential for WNV transmission to residents. The procedure is being used by 
other counties throughout California and the U.S., is consistent with State protocol, and has been shown to be safe 
for humans and domestic pets. 
 

Product Being Used: 
The product being used, Pyrenone 25-5 Public Health Insecticide is Pyrethrin.  Pyrethrins are insecticides that are 
derived from the extract of chrysanthemum flowers. Pyrethrins are widely used for control of various insect pests and 
are the most common ingredient found in household insect sprays, head lice medicines for children as well as pet 
shampoos and sprays. Certified and trained Vector Control District personnel will apply the product at an ultra low 
volume, (ULV) spray. ULV foggers dispense very fine aerosol droplets that stay aloft and kill adult mosquitoes on 
contact. Pyrethrins, when applied at adult mosquito control rates, exhibit low toxicity to warm blooded animals and 
break down in the environment after several hours when exposed to sunlight, and high temperatures. The amount of 
product being applied in this ULV ground fogging application is less than one ounce of material per acre. 
 

West Nile virus is spread to humans by the bite of an infected mosquito. The virus is not transmitted person-to-
person. State and local public health officials have been conducting an expanded surveillance program for West Nile 
virus since 2000, searching for evidence of infection in people, mosquitoes, birds and other animals.  
  
The virus, which can cause encephalitis, was first detected in the United States in New York in 1999 and has been 
found in 42 states and the District of Columbia. Most individuals who are infected with West Nile virus have no 
symptoms.  Some infected individuals will have only mild symptoms such as fever, headache, and body aches. 
However, the virus can cause severe symptoms in people over 50 and individuals with lowered immune systems.  
Less than 1 percent of the bites from infected mosquitoes cause severe disease. 
 

A map of the area to be fogged and more information regarding the fogging can be seen at the Vector Control District 
website at www.sccvector.org.  Residents can sign up for e-mail fogging notifications and updates at the District 
website or call the West Nile virus hotline, 800-314-2427, for updates. 
 
MEDIA INFORMATION: 
The media are invited to assemble at the Lynbrook High School parking lot, 1280 Johnson Ave, across from 

Rainbow Park. For more information, contact Kriss Costa at 408-918-3404. 
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