
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      
 
Dec. 9, 2008  
 
Contact:    Gwendolyn Mitchell/Laurel Anderson 
    Office of Public Affairs 
   (408) 299-5119 
 
         

County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors  
Establishes Citizens’ Advisory Commission on Elections 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors established the Citizens’ 
Advisory Commission on Elections, and disbanded the Voting Rights Advisory Committee (VRAC). The 
new commission will serve in an advisory capacity directly to the Board of Supervisors and Registrar of 
Voters (ROV), with the intent to reassure the community that the County is committed to the highest 
standards of service in the election process. 
 
“We are establishing the Citizens’ Advisory Commission on Elections with the clear purpose of ensuring the 
integrity and accuracy of voter registration and the election process in Santa Clara County,” said Supervisor 
Ken Yeager.  
 
“Voter participation from our diverse, multi-lingual community continues to be one of our primary concerns,” 
said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado.  “The new commission will continue the good work of the Voting Rights 
Advisory Committee, and continue bringing attention to new citizens and bilingual voters' concerns.” 
 
The Board’s decision followed a report back from Acting County Executive Gary Graves, in which he 
recommended establishing a Citizens' Advisory Commission on Elections, and disbanding VRAC.  
He recommended establishing a new commission that would be subject to the same requirements and 
guidelines as other advisory commissions to the Board, such as membership appointments and term limits. 
Additionally, the new commission would be required to submit bylaws and an annual work plan, as do other 
Board commissions. VRAC has no term limits and appoints its own members. 

-more- 

County of Santa Clara
Office of the County Executive

70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor
San Jose, CA  95110

(408) 299-5119
www.sccgov.org  

                                  



County Establishes Citizens’ Advisory Commission on Elections – page 2 of 2 
 
 “Our country’s voting process has undergone serious and progressive changes over the past few years, 
including electronic voting issues and questions about the integrity of the voting system in some parts of the 
U.S,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss.  “Establishing the new elections advisory commission can only benefit our 
local election process.”  
 
The Citizens’ Advisory Commission on Elections will include five members representing the five County 
supervisorial districts, and will be appointed by each Supervisor. The Board established two additional at-
large commissioners, whose positions shall be filled by rotating the "right of nomination" among the 
supervisorial districts, for a maximum of seven members.  The commission will meet on a monthly basis 
during the first six months, and then the Board will reassess to consider holding meetings bimonthly.  
 
Each commissioner shall have a term of three years, except that two of the initial five members shall serve 
two-year terms, and a third one shall serve a one-year term. The initial reduced terms shall be decided by 
the drawing of lots at the first regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. No member will be eligible to 
serve more than three consecutive terms. 
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