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County Supervisors Consider  
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan  

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— This week, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors considered the 
development of the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan. The Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan seeks to 
more effectively protect endangered species, mostly in South County, while streamlining the 
environmental permitting process.  This is a partnership between six local agencies (County of Santa 
Clara, Santa Clara Valley Water District, Valley Transportation Authority, and the Cities of San Jose, 
Morgan Hill, and Gilroy) and three wildlife agencies (California Department of Fish and Game, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service).     
 
“The Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan should help us strike a balance between appropriate 
development and natural resources conservation,” said Supervisor Don Gage, District 1. “The Plan 
should also provide a clear permitting process to the public.” 
 
Under the current system, local governments evaluate endangered species aspects of development 
projects individually in consultation with federal and state regulatory agencies.  The Habitat Plan will 
create a system that will be more ecologically valuable and easier to manage.  The Plan will establish a 
standard process for each local partner to identify approval conditions, fees, and required permits. 
 
The Habitat Plan proposes a permit term of 50 years. A wide range of public and private sector  
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activities, such as County private development consistent with the County General Plan and public 
activities such as bridge repair and replacement, roadside brush cleaning and county park trail work, 
will be included in the Plan.  A habitat reserve system is being developed as a part of the Plan to 
preserve the most ecologically-valuable areas, many of which are expected to be in the hillsides. 
 
The cost of the Plan, in 2007 dollars, is estimated to range from $800-$900 million, as follows: 
45% - Land and easement acquisition 
22% - Habitat restoration/creation 
12% - Habitat Reserve Management/Maintenance 
7% - Contingency 
Other (14%) - Monitoring, Adaptive Management and related Studies, Environmental Compliance, 
Water Supply and Fish Habitat Management, Recreation and Public Access, and Administration 
 
The implementation costs would be divided among the following sources: 
40% - Fees on private and public sector development 
20% - Fees for public and private sector impacts on, and restoration of, riparian land  
20% - Future purchases of land from existing open space funding sources  
20% - State and Federal land acquisition and restoration grants 
 
The Plan has been and is still being presented at stakeholder meetings and community meetings to 
make sure that public comments are reflected in the development of the Plan. A draft version of the 
Habitat Plan is expected to be presented to the Board of Supervisors for consideration in mid-2009 and 
a final Plan in early 2010.  For more information about the Santa Clara County Habitat Plan and public 
meeting schedules, visit:  www.scv-habitatplan.org.    
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