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Board of Supervisors Approves Initiative to Provide  
Housing and Services for the Mentally Ill Homeless 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. –Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved 

establishing a $4 million Housing the Homeless Mentally Ill Fund. The board’s action clears the 

way to begin addressing one of the difficult factors contributing to homelessness.  

 

The Housing the Homeless Mentally Ill Fund will be made up of $2 million from the 

County’s Affordable Housing Fund to match $2 million in one-time revenues from the 

Mental Health Services Act (MHSA), upon approval by the State. Commonly referred to 

as Proposition 63, the MHSA is the new tax on incomes above $1 million and is expected 

to generate $13.4 million for Santa Clara County.  

 

The new program is the product of a collaboration of the County’s Mental Health 

Department and the Office of Affordable Housing. For the past two years, the offices 

have worked on parallel efforts to meet the needs of the homeless mentally ill.  

 

The Homeless Census and Survey conducted 12 months ago reported that 75% of the 

homeless surveyed suffer from a disabling condition, either a physical or mental 

disability, alcoholism, or drug addition. Twenty-five percent of those surveyed reported 

that alcoholism, drug use or mental illness was the primary event or condition that led to 

their homelessness. 
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“This is an important collaboration,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, Chair of the County of 

Santa Clara Board of Supervisors. “If we are going to be able to make a real and lasting 

impact on the problem of homelessness, we have to address the underlying causes.”  

 

Addictions and other mental health issues are significant factors of chronic homelessness 

in the County. The County has a plan to end chronic homelessness in ten years.   

 

Background information available at: 

http://www.sccgov.org/SCC/docs/SCC%20Public%20Portal/keyboard%20agenda/BOS%20Agen

da/2006/January%2010,%202006/KeyboardTransmittal-0023898.PDF
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