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Board Supports California State Library Bond 
Libraries in Gilroy, Campbell and Los Altos could benefit from Funding 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted today to support 

Proposition 81, the California Reading and Literacy Improvement and Public Library 

Construction and Renovation Bond Act of 2006. Prop. 81 would expand access to reading and 

literacy programs in California’s public education system, and to public library services for all 

residents of California. Locally, the cities of Gilroy, Campbell and Los Altos, could benefit from 

Prop. 81.  

 

“Across the state, communities are in dire need of new libraries to meet the growing need for 

literacy services,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, Chairperson of the County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors. “Prop. 14, the bond measure that passed in 2000, came up drastically short in 

funding libraries in California.” 

 

A 2003 needs assessment conducted by California State Library indicated there were 579 

unfunded library projects around the state, and Proposition 14, a bond measure passed in 2000, 

provided only enough money to fund 45 of these projects. If Prop. 81 is passed on the June 2006 

ballot, it would provide $600 million in state money to fund library construction or renovation 

projects in California.  

 

For example, although the City of Gilroy applied for the 2000 bond, was eligible and received a 

good rating, it did not receive funding.  Proposition 81 will give first priority to eligible projects 

that were not funded under Proposition 14. 
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“Gilroy, whose library is 30 years old and just bursting at the seams, is very well placed to 

receive a grant,” said Sarah Flowers, Deputy County Librarian for the Santa Clara County 

Library Administration. “This process has shown us that there is unmet need for new library 

buildings in California. 

 

“The new bond is a great way for the state to partner with local governments to provide new 

library buildings in under-served communities,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Board of 

Supervisors and Santa Clara County Library Joint Powers Authority. 

 

Libraries serve as a community’s only public point of access to resources for learning and 

expansion of access to reading and literacy programs for all residents of Santa Clara County. The 

need for library facilities in Santa Clara County is great. Residents appreciate and take advantage 

of the offerings of the library as demonstrated by a marked increase in borrowing from the two 

newest libraries. This trend is expected to continue for 3-5 years after each new library opens.  

 

In California, more than 3 million people suffer from functional illiteracy. They are unable to 

read and perform daily tasks such as paying bills, understanding instructions for medical 

prescriptions or reading safety manuals. Illiteracy often passes from one generation to the next. 

Libraries and schools are working together to provide students and adults with literacy and job 

skill improvement programs to reverse this trend. 

 

Prop. 81 will allow local libraries to provide more homework centers for students and safe places 

for children to go after school, college and career centers for high school and college students, 

and adults re-entering the workforce, expanded children’s reading programs, updated technology 

and increased access to computers, increased programs to fight literacy, greater access for 

seniors and people with disabilities, and new partnerships between libraries and schools. 

 

The Santa Clara County Library serves more than 400,000 residents of Campbell, Cupertino, 

Gilroy, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Milpitas, Monte Sereno, Morgan Hill, Saratoga and the 

unincorporated portions of the County. 
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