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County Proclaims April as Child Abuse Prevention Month 
Awareness and Intervention are Crucial to Children Safety 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Between July 2007 and June 2008, Santa Clara County Department of Family and 

Children’s Services (DFCS) received 17,907 reports of child abuse and neglect.  In an effort to raise awareness 

and help the public to recognize abuse, the County of Santa Clara is partnering with Santa Clara County Child 

Abuse Council by proclaiming April as “Child Abuse Prevention Month.” 

 

The Board’s action focuses attention on child abuse and encourages the community to be aware, help prevent, 

and promptly report potential cases.  During the month of April, the County and the Child Abuse Council will 

sponsor a number of activities designed to raise public awareness about the prevention and treatment of child 

abuse and neglect. The Children’s Memorial Flag will be displayed in the James P. McEntee Plaza, located at 70 

West Hedding Street, San Jose.  Also, the 27th Annual Child Abuse Prevention Symposium will be held at Santa 

Clara Marriott Hotel, 2700 Mission College Boulevard on Friday, April 3, 2009. 

 

“Ensuring the wellbeing of our children is undoubtedly a major priority for the County of Santa Clara,” said County 

of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors President Liz Kniss. “As adults we are all responsible for providing them with 

a nurturing environment where they can grow up feeling loved and respected.” 

 

“We all help shape our children’s future,” said Supervisor Dave Cortese, Chair of the Children, Seniors and 

Families Committee.  “Children are often defenseless and they should be able to count on all of us to look out for 

their safety and wellbeing.” 

 

      -more- 
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“The Child Abuse Council’s work on awareness and prevention is an essential part of building a safe community,” 

said Will Lightbourne, Social Services Agency Director. “They do this by providing information on how to best 

support children, parents, relatives and neighbors in the most difficult of times, when caregivers may be dealing 

with overwhelming financial problems, trouble at work, substance abuse, domestic violence or mental illness.  All 

of these factors can be involved in cases of abuse or neglect, and some can be hard to recognize.”   

 

Commonly held ideas that wealth or religious affiliation protect against child abuse or neglect are not valid.  Child 

abuse is often a part of a cycle of violence.  In general, abusers may have suffered abuse, and lacked role models 

for developing parenting skills. As a result, they do not know how to use positive parenting skills because they did 

not have an example to emulate. 

 

 “People who were raised in abusive environments benefit from support and education so that they do not 

continue the cycle of violence,” said Heather Mayeau, Chair of Santa Clara County Child Abuse Council. 

“Educating the public, parents and teaching them how to intervene with children and families, we can make a 

difference.” 

 

According to Child Welfare Information Gateway, in Washington D.C., learning to recognize the signs of child 

abuse is a necessary step to help abused or neglected children. A child can show one or more signs of 

maltreatment, as abuse can be physical, sexual or emotional. If you do suspect a child is being harmed, you might 

protect the child and get help for the family by reporting your suspicions. 

Consider the possibility of physical or emotional abuse if a child: 

 Shows unexplained burns, bites, bruises, broken bones, black eyes or faded marks noticeable after 
an absence from school 

 Seems frightened of the parents and protests or cries when it is time to go home 
 Shrinks at the approach of adults 
 Reports injury by a parent or another adult caregiver  
 Shows sudden changes in behavior or school performance  
 Has not received help for physical or medical problems brought to the parents' attention  
 Has learning problems (or difficulty concentrating) that cannot be attributed to specific physical or 

psychological causes  
 Is always watchful, as though preparing for something bad to happen 
 Lacks adult supervision  
 Is overly compliant, passive, or withdrawn  

-more- 
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 Shows extremes in behavior, such as overly compliant or demanding behavior, extreme passivity, or 
aggression  

 Is either inappropriately adult (parenting other children, for example) or inappropriately infantile 
(frequently rocking or head-banging, for example)  

 Is delayed in physical or emotional development  
 Has attempted suicide  
 Reports a lack of attachment to the parent  
 Comes to school or other activities early, stays late, and does not want to go home  

Consider the possibility of sexual abuse if a child: 

 Has difficulty walking or sitting 
 Suddenly refuses to change for gym or to participate in physical activities 
 Reports nightmares or bedwetting 
 Experiences a sudden change in appetite 
 Demonstrates bizarre, sophisticated, or unusual sexual knowledge or behavior  
 Becomes pregnant or contracts a venereal disease, particularly if under age 14 
 Runs away 
 Reports sexual abuse by a parent or another adult caregiver 

Consider the possibility of neglect if a child: 

 Is frequently absent from school  
 Begs or steals food or money 
 Lacks needed medical or dental care, immunizations, or glasses 
 Is consistently dirty and has severe body odor 
 Lacks sufficient clothing for the weather 
 Abuses alcohol or other drugs 
 States that there is no one at home to provide care  

 
Child Abuse Prevention Month is an opportunity to alert the community and to educate struggling families about 

available resources.  The County of Santa Clara Department of Family and Children’s Services has brochures in 

English, Spanish and Vietnamese, which present a list of resources and tips on how to prevent and report child 

abuse.  

 

Some of the resources in the brochure include: 

Santa Clara County 211 or www.211scc.org 
Family and Children Services (408) 292-9353 
Community Child Care Council (408) 487-0749 
Gardner Family Care Corp. (408) 287-6200 
 

-more- 
 
 

http://www.211scc.org/
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CHILD ABUSE HOT LINES 
 
San Jose Area   (408) 299-2071 
Palo Alto Area   (650) 493-1186 
Gilroy/Morgan Hill Area (408) 683-0601 
 
 

FAMILY RESOURCE CENTERS 
 
Asian Pacific (408) 299-1500 
Ujirani   (408) 928-3750 
Gilroy  (408) 846-5000 
Nuestra Casa  (408) 729-2300 
 
Community Action Teams:  (408) 975-5646 
Located in Gilroy, Sunnyvale, East San Jose, Ujirani Family Resource Center, and Asian Pacific Family 
Center.            
 
 
About the Child Abuse Council 
Made up of representatives from private and public agencies, professions, community volunteer programs and 
diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds, the Child Abuse Council assesses the services needs in Santa Clara 
County for the prevention, detection, treatment and legal processing of child abuse cases. 
 
With the theme Supported Families = Safer Kids, the 27th annual Conference on Child Abuse aims to enable 
professionals in  Santa Clara County who are in contact with children and their families to hear from experts, 
examine information, exchange ideas and sharpen their skills. The training is suitable for social workers, law 
enforcement personnel, medical and mental health providers, legal professionals, educators, parents and 
caregivers, faith community, child advocates and others interested in preventing and ending child abuse in the 
community. 
 

Anyone interested about the council, or joining committees or volunteering can visit www.cacscc.org 

 

#   #    # 
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