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County Hosts Clergy Summit on Elder Abuse  
  

Department of Aging and Adult Services and Leaders from Diverse Congregations 
Discuss Identification, Intervention and Prevention of Abuse Incidents  

  

SAN JOSE, CALIF. –  Dozens of leaders from diverse congregations and faith communities in Santa 

Clara County are gathering today to address elder abuse.  Hosted by the County of Santa Clara 

Department of Aging and Adult Services, Santa Clara County Department of Mental Health, and 

Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County; the Clergy Summit is the second phase of a three year 

project sponsored by the Archstone Foundation, to encourage faith communities in the area to 

recognize, help reduce and prevent elder abuse incidents. 
  

 “Many seniors don’t know whom to turn to when they suffer abuse,” said County of Santa Clara 

Supervisor Ken Yeager, Chair of the Children, Seniors and Families Committee. “By helping members 

of the clergy recognize and take action to stop elder abuse, our county and places of worship can 

defend against this widespread problem.” 
  

Elder abuse is widespread and prevalent among all races, ethnicities, socioeconomic levels and 

religious affiliations. The County of Santa Clara receives approximately 2,600 reports of elder and 

dependent abuse per year.                              
 

“Building partnerships with faith communities is essential to stop elder abuse,” said Supervisor Liz 

Kniss, member of the Elder Abuse Prevention in Faith Communities Project Advisory Board. “We 

need to continue educating our residents on all services available for elders, especially the ones 

targeting their physical, and mental health.”  
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Risk factors and barriers that exacerbate the incidence of elder abuse, neglect, or self-neglect include; 

isolation, lack of English fluency, insufficient education, job skills, the extremely high cost of housing, 

and the unavailability of affordable dependent care. 

  

“Many seniors are active in their congregations, and clergy leaders are on the frontline when it comes 

to raising awareness of elder abuse,” said Social Services Agency’s Department of Aging and Adult 

Services Director Betty Malks. “Their support is crucial in identifying and reporting incidents while 

providing information on available resources to help victims.”  
 

In a comprehensive partnership to help seniors subject to abuse, the Department of Aging and Adult 

Services and the Mental Health Department are connecting victims with County services. 
 

“Elder Abuse is a real threat to seniors who may not be able to adjust once victimized; all cases of 

abuse are taken seriously,” said Sheila Yuter, Manager of Older Adult Services for Santa Clara County 

Mental Health Department. “The number one reason that the Mental Health Department partners with 

the Department of Aging and Adult Services is to provide elder abuse victims with the mental health 

services they need. Immediate mental health referrals and services are necessary to help with 

recovery.”  
  
Clergy Summit  keynote speaker Rabbi Bennett Blum, M.D., an internationally known physician 

specializing in both forensic and geriatric psychiatry, will address the subject of honoring parents and 

the importance of the religious response to elder abuse.   
  

“I have seen how clergy may be instrumental in both preventing this tragedy, and - more generally - in 

reducing the emotional suffering of family caregivers,” highlighted Dr. Blum, who has directly 

followed hundreds of elder abuse cases. “The key lies in respecting the sophisticated and detailed 

responses to suffering that are found in every major religion.”  

 

The Clergy Summit will take place TODAY, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,  at the Camden 

Community Center’s Multi-Purpose Room, 3369 Union Avenue, in San José.  
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Background  

Even though Clergy leaders know their responsibilities to report suspected incidents of child abuse, 
most members of the clergy are not aware that they are mandated to report cases of elder abuse as 
well.  Funded by a grant from the Archstone Foundation, the Clergy Summit is part of the County of 
Santa Clara’s “Enhancing the Capacity of a diverse Faith Community to Address Elder Abuse” 
project.  The project involves dozens of diverse faith communities, clergy and religious leaders, and 
hundreds of churchgoers, and is one of several efforts to increase clergy’s awareness of elder and 
dependent abuse, enhance early intervention and response capacity to reduce frequency of elder abuse. 
  
The Archstone Grant is in its second phase with a three-year grant of $138,050. The County of Santa 
Clara Department of Mental Health has granted this project $200,000 for two years. The project will 
involve 15 to 25 churches, synagogues, or mosques, with 35 - 75 clergy and religious leaders. The 
continuing goals are to increase the understanding of elder abuse, improve support by the faith 
community for congregants who may be victims, and create more dependable reporting of incidents of 
elder abuse when appropriate. Leaders in the faith community have expressed an interested in 
increased communications, trust building, and the sharing of resources while continually working 
together.    
           
  
 
Elder Abuse Prevention in Faith Communities Advisory Board 
  
Rabbi Melanie Aron, Congregation Shir Hadash 
Reverend Charlotte Bear, Cambrian Park United Methodist Church 
Sandi Douglas, Housing Authority of Santa Clara County 
Richard Hobbs, County of Santa Clara Office of Human Relations 
Supervisor Liz Kniss, County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors 
Reverend Wilfredo S. Manrique, Diocese of San Jose 
James Murphy, Santa Clara County Health and Hospital Systems 
Margaret Petros, Victim Witness Assistance Center 
Rabbi Daniel Pressman, Congregation Beth David 
Reverend Gerald Sakamoto, San Jose Buddhist Church 
Reverend Margo Tenold, Council of Churches, Santa Clara County  
Minal Hasan, Muslim Community Association 
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