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County Supervisors Approve Mental Health Plan 
Million Dollar Income Tax To Be Put To Good Use 

 
SAN JOSE, CA—Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors unanimously approved a 

3-year plan for the use of revenue generated by Mental Health Services Act (MHSA), Proposition 63, 

to address the severe mental health needs of underserved populations in Santa Clara County. 

Proposition 63, which passed in November 2004 with 53.4% majority vote, provides for a 1% tax on 

taxable personal incomes over $1 million and that revenue generated by the tax be used for mental 

health services. 

 
The MHSA calls for a system of accessible, effective community-based services designed to reach 

the target population and reduce stigma associated with mental illness. MHSA will fund prevention, 

early intervention, innovative programs, human resource development and capital facilities and 

technology improvements.  It is estimated that Proposition 63 will generate $700 million in revenue 

statewide during its first year. Santa Clara County whose plan must still be approved by the State 

Department of Mental Health will be one of the counties that benefits. Approximately $13.4 million 

annually for the next 3 years is designated for Santa Clara County to implement a specific element of 

the new program -- Community Services and Support (CSS) and Program Planning. 

 
“We’ve spent the past year in an extensive and inclusive local planning process,” said Nancy Peña, 

Ph.D., Director of the Mental Health Department. “We’ve heard from 10,000 voices, including 

consumers, family members, providers, system partners and the community.” 

-more- 
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The most frequently noted concerns across all age groups are: trouble with the law, incarceration; 

concurrent substance abuse; abuse, neglect, violence, trauma; sadness, depression, loneliness, 

isolation; poverty, homelessness, inadequate housing; failing school and jobs, meaningless activities; 

concurrent medical problems; institutionalization, hospitalization; and problems with families and 

peers.   

 
The County’s plan identifies mental health needs and unmet mental health needs, and will seek to 

address disparities in unmet needs among various focal populations, including the underserved 

Latino, Asian and American Indians among all ages; Latino, African American and American Indian 

overrepresented in the criminal justice system, or are un-housed, or in foster care; refugee, immigrant 

and monolingual communities; Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT) community; and the 

developmentally disabled.  All of the groups have greater needs and are less served in the current 

system.    

 
“This plan will transform the current mental health delivery system in our county into a state of the 

art, community based, consumer and family driven, and recovery oriented health care system for 

each resident of our county in need of such services,” said George Vizvary, Esq., Chair of the Santa 

Clara County Mental Health Board. 

 
Recommendations for each of the focal populations are outlined on the attachment, including several 

crosscutting strategies.  One such strategy would be to address the need for housing options to 

establish ongoing permanent housing for the mentally ill, maintain stable permanent living, and to 

provide transitional housing for jail aftercare.  Another strategy would be to develop culturally 

competent outreach and engagement with community and families.  There would be pilot project to 

integrate behavioral care and primary care.  One strategy would be to develop education, 

employment, and self-sufficiency services.  And finally, the County would establish regionally 

available specialty treatment services for Bay Area refugee survivors of torture. 

-more- 
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“This is an excellent example of what is possible when the community comes together to work 

collaboratively on an important social issue,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, Chair of the Board of 

Supervisors.  “By working with so many representatives of our community, we are able to pinpoint 

mental health needs and apply resources where they are most needed. 

 

Several members of the community and service providers attended the meeting of the Board of 

Supervisors and lauded the yearlong, inclusive planning process, thanking Dr. Peña for her 

leadership. 

 

 “Our greatest thanks goes to the voters of Santa Clara County for approving Proposition 63,” said 

Supervisor Blanca Alvarado.   “Because of their support, today we have good news to report, news 

about a program that will improve the quality of life for many, many county residents.  You couldn’t 

ask for more during this holiday season.” 

 
The plan must now be submitted to the State of California Department of Mental Health for 

approval.  

 

 

The Executive Summary of the Plan is available at the link below: 

http://www.sccgov.org/SCC/docs/SCC%20Public%20Portal/keyboard%20agenda/BOS%20Agenda/
2005/December%2013,%202005/TMPKeyboard201327455.pdf
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