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Mental Health Services for Youth, Adults and Criminal 
Justice System to Start in November  

County Awards First Contracts to CBOs, Funding Totals Nearly $6.6 Million 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors has approved moving 

forward with contracts that could transform the current mental health system.  The Mental Health 

Department will contract with community-based organizations to address the severe mental health 

needs of underserved populations in Santa Clara County. 

 

“We are on the brink of a new era for how mental health services are delivered,” said Supervisor Jim 

Beall, Chairperson, Board of Supervisors.  “In collaborating with community-based organizations we 

will reach out to the members of our community that most need these services.” 

 

The first round of contracts is part of Community Services and Support (CSS) and Program Planning, 

the County’s 3-year plan to use $13.4 million in funds generated from Proposition 63, the Mental 

Health Services Act (MHSA) approved by voters in 2004. The contracts, from Nov. 1, 2006 to June 

30, 2007, will include more than $4.6 million in MHSA funding, as well as leveraged funds from 

MediCal, Medicare and EPSDT funds totaling $1.98 million, for total Full Service Partnership 

program funding of nearly $6.6 million. 

 

“The funding gives us an exciting opportunity to provide mental health services that were identified as 

priorities during a local planning process that involved stakeholders and the community, ” said Dr. 

Nancy Peña, Director of Santa Clara County Mental Health Services. 
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The MHSA calls for a system of accessible, effective community-based services designed to reach the 

target population and reduce stigma associated with mental illness. MHSA will fund prevention, early 

intervention, innovative programs, human resource development and capital facilities and technology 

improvements.   

 

“Funding from the Mental Health Services Act provides a unique opportunity to target the most needy 

in our community,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, Chair of the Health and Hospital Committee. “We are 

opening the door to a new way of delivering mental health services.” 

 

The first phase of MHSA implementation will establish “Full Service Partnership” contracts that will 

support five target groups: Children (aged 0-15), Transitional Aged Youth (16-25), Adults (aged 26-

59), Older Adults (aged 60+), and Criminal Justice System Involved Adults. 

• Services for children will focus on a wraparound model that allows facilitators to work with 
children, parents and other key individuals to address the needs of young people and families 
facing the challenges of Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) or Serious Mental Illness 
(SMI). The program will prevent or reduce the days in institutional placements such as 
psychiatric hospitals, juvenile hall or foster care. 

 
• Services for transitional youth will combine critical core services within a model that 

borrows from the wraparound model and is designed for this age group known as the 
Transition to Independence Process (TIP) system.  

 
• Services for adults will focus on stable housing and mental health supports.   Emphasis on 

Latino, Asian, African American, American Indian, homeless, institutionalized, and frequent ER 
users with severe mental illness.  

 
• Services for older adults will stem from collaboration with other community resources that 

support the clients’ individual and family relationships and community needs. Services include 
psychiatric, medical, social supports, self-help and family involvement. Emphasis on those in 
or at risk of homelessness, institutionalization, incarceration, physical and emotional harm. 

 
• Services for the criminal justice system are designed to address mental health needs of 

individuals with concurrent mental health and substance abuse problems, and who also are 
involved in the criminal justice system. Many are frequently incarcerated for non-violent 
crimes and return to jail often due to insufficient primary treatment, stable housing and 
aftercare services. The program will provide aftercare linkage, case management, peer support, 
initial housing resources, and aftercare medication services. 

 

 
 

-more- 



County Awards First Mental Health Contracts to CBOs – Page 3 

 
Contracts will be awarded to the following community-based organizations: 

CBOs      Target groups 

Community Solutions    All five target groups 

Starlight Adolescent Group    Children, Transitional Youth 

Alliance for Community Care   Transitional Youth, Adults (26-59) 

Gardner Family Care Corp.   Adults (26-59), Criminal Justice System 

Indian Health Center of Santa Clara Valley Adults (26-59) 

Mekong Community Center   Adults (26-59) 

Opportunity Health Partnership  Adults (26-59) 

Catholic Charities    Older Adults, Criminal Justice System 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
On December 13, 2005, the Board of Supervisors unanimously approved a 3-year plan for the use of 
revenue generated by the Mental Health Services Act. Proposition 63, which passed in November 2004 
with 53.4% majority vote, provides for a 1% tax on taxable personal incomes over $1 million and that 
revenue generated by the tax be used for mental health services. It is estimated that Proposition 63 will 
generate $700 million in revenue statewide during its first year.  
 
The County implemented a local planning process that included consumers, family members, 
providers, system partners and the community, to research and create a plan to address the underserved 
populations. Research showed that the most frequently noted concerns across all age groups are: 
trouble with the law, incarceration; concurrent substance abuse; abuse, neglect, violence, trauma; 
sadness, depression, loneliness, isolation; poverty, homelessness, inadequate housing; failing school 
and jobs, meaningless activities; concurrent medical problems; institutionalization, hospitalization; and 
problems with families and peers.   
 
The County’s plan identified mental health needs and unmet mental health needs, and seeks to address 
disparities in unmet needs among various focal populations, including the underserved Latino, Asian 
and American Indians among all ages; Latino, African American and American Indian overrepresented 
in the criminal justice system, or are un-housed, or in foster care; refugee, immigrant and monolingual 
communities; Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT) community; and the developmentally 
disabled.  All of the groups have greater needs, yet are less served in the current system.    
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