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County Moves Forward with Drafting Ordinances  
and Policies for Hillside Development  

 

SAN JOSE, CA—This week, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted to stay the 

course on developing draft policies and ordinances that would regulate development of County 

hillsides and Viewsheds (land immediately visible from the Valley floor). The Board directed staff to 

bring draft ordinances before the Board for review and public discussion in late summer to early fall 

2006. 

 

 “We must develop a comprehensive approach to the Viewshed which includes open public 

discussion of the issues,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, Chair of the Board of Supervisors. “Currently, 

there is a patchwork of laws for design review of development on hillside areas. Regulating 

architectural site design and planning for homes on hillsides will help protect the beauty of Santa 

Clara Valley.” 

 

Following a Land Use Workshop in August of 2005, the Board directed staff to develop draft 

policies related to Viewshed Protection. Additionally, staff was directed to conduct appropriate 

public and community outreach and report back to the Board of Supervisors with recommended 

policies and a plan for implementation. Staff held three public meetings in March to hear comments 

from the public and affected landowners.  A Viewshed Protection Stakeholders group, which 

included affected landowners, was established and met during January and February of 2006.  

 

“We must consider how any new restrictions will affect the landowners ability to use their land,” said 

Supervisor Don Gage, District 1. “I want to see flexibility built into the rules.” 

-more- 



Ordinances for Hillside Development – Page 2 

 

The Board of Supervisors is responsible for development ordinances and polices for hillsides and 

Viewsheds in unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County. Changes to the regulations may address 

inappropriate development, preserve the aesthetic and scenic qualities of such areas, protect the 

natural conditions and respect existing landscape. 

 

“Where we are headed will balance the rights of property owners and protection of open space and 

hillsides,” said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, District 2. “We can develop a set of guidelines and 

regulations that provide a solid foundation for the Board to make more sound decisions.” 

 

The public will be notified when the item is scheduled for Board discussion.  
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