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County Moves Forward with Foster Youth Initiatives 
Program Seeks to Address Housing and Employment Needs 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— In Santa Clara County, nearly 130 foster youth emancipate each year.  

Some become success stories, but all too often others become a part of troubling statistics 

that bode poorly for their collective future and that of the communities where they live. A 

report submitted to the Assembly Select Committee on Foster Care last year revealed very 

troubling statistics for California foster youth: 

• 46% of foster youth do not complete high school 
• 51% are unemployed 
• 40% are on public assistance 
• 25-40% are homeless   
• One out of five are incarcerated.1 

 

In his 2006 State of the County Address in January, Chair of the County of Santa Clara 

Board of Supervisors Jim Beall called on his colleagues, County agencies and community 

partners to look for more creative ways to address the needs of emancipating foster youth. 

 

“These young people spend their early lives in foster care and when they reach 18 years, they 

are on their own,” said Beall.  “Society abandons them at this critical point in their young and 

fragile lives.” 

-more- 

                                                 
1 State of California. Foster Care: California’s Most Vulnerable Children - Responsibility Raising Our Next 
Generation. Assembly Select Committee on Foster Care. California Assembly Select Committee on Foster 
Care: 21 Nov. 2005. 
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Emancipated foster youth, as are many other youth, are expected to provide an adequate life 

for themselves when they reach the age of majority.  However, unlike their counterparts, 

many suffer from emotional trauma, have educational deficiencies and do not have the 

financial or familial resources needed to survive on their own. Studies indicate that a 

significant number of these young adults end up back in more expensive systems of care such 

as jail and welfare after they emancipate 

  

On Tuesday, the Board of Supervisors gave the go ahead to staff to accept a $250,000 

grant available to support improvements to the foster youth population.  Santa Clara 

County is one a limited number of counties in California that have been invited to 

participate in the California Connected by 25 Initiative, a program to help vulnerable 

youth connect by age 25 to the opportunities, experiences and support systems that will 

enable them to succeed throughout adulthood.  This initiative is supported by the Annie 

E. Casey Foundation, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, Walter S. Johnson 

Foundation, and the Jim Casey Foundation.   

 

The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors also approved the use of CalWorks 

Incentive Funds in support of foster youth initiatives, which will add an additional 

$318,000 to assist youth with housing costs and reduce homelessness. 

 

The County’s Department of Family and Children's Services (DFCS) has identified a number 

of service gaps and outlined several areas of focus.  Over the next three years, the department 

will concentrate on two primary areas – employment and housing.  The goals of the DFCS 

will be to work with youth, caregivers, and community partners to: 

 

• Develop a Career Pathways training and employment program that will 
coordinate Santa Clara County's Workforce Investment Boards, area community 
colleges, and employers to help foster youth prepare for and obtain jobs with high 
wage and high growth careers. 

 
-more- 
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• Develop a transitional housing program that will include various options, 

including continuing to reside with a caring, supportive, and significant adult in a 
family environment, where possible. 

 
 
“We can’t wait until youngsters reach that age,” said Norma Doctor Sparks, Director of 

Department of Family and Children's Services.  “We have to work on building their 

capacity throughout childhood.” 

 
DCFS will work with key community partners to address the following needs: 
 

• K−12 Education − improve reading literacy and math skills for foster youth ages 
14 − 18 years old. 

 
• Personal/Social Asset Development − develop a model of best practices to 

increase the number of emancipating youth with life-long connections. 
 

• Independent Living Program − improve the integration of the Independent Living 
Program curriculum services into casework for all foster youth. 

 
• Individual Development Accounts and Debit Accounts − participate in the Jim 

Casey Opportunity Passport Initiative to establish Individual Development 
Accounts (IDA) and Debit Account Programs to aid youth in developing financial 
management skills. 

 
• Affordable Housing – work with community partners, such as the Santa Clara 

County Housing Authority to create affordable housing opportunities for 
emancipating youth.  

 

The County already is establishing an employment unit to facilitate job placement for 

emancipated youth and will be asking local employers to provide jobs.  Additionally, eligible 

emancipated youth will be able to apply for rent assistance funds beginning this summer. 

  

“This is an investment we have to make,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Vice Chair of the 

Children, Families and Seniors Committee.  “It’s a case of ‘pay-me-now’ or ‘pay-me-later’ 

and the cost later will be a lot higher.” 

#    #    # 
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