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County Public Defender Attorney Receives Award from 
National Alliance on Mental Illness 

Recognition to be presented on October 10 at local chapter monthly meeting  
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—The local chapter of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI),  has 

chosen Santa Clara County Deputy Public Defender Peggy A. Banks as the recipient of their annual 

Community Merit Award. The award is for her significant contributions and service to the mentally 

ill, and recognizes her hard work and dedication on behalf of people with mental illness.  
 

With 27 years of experience at the Santa Clara County Office of the Public Defender, Banks has 

handled more than 10,000 cases and is known for performing beyond expectations to help the clients 

she represents.  
 

“This acknowledgement is evidence of the fact that the Public Defender Office is recognized in the 

community as an entity that is concerned about the wellbeing of the mentally ill,” said Nona 

Klippen, Assistant Public Defender. “ Peggy has done a great job making sure we are addressing the 

needs of this community.” 
 

Three years ago the Public Defender Office created an attorney position to improve service to the 

mentally ill. As that attorney, Ms. Banks has become a point person in the county for mentally ill 

persons in the justice system. She has represented mentally ill people in all types of cases including 

juvenile cases, felonies and homicides. She has also learned a great deal about medication and 

diagnosis. 

       -more- 
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“Having a relentless champion in our county for what I would call one, if not the most vulnerable 

population in our justice system, is very comforting,” said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, Chair of the 

Public Safety and Justice Committee. “Our residents should feel reassured that, with Peggy, the 

Public Defender’s Office has a knowledgeable and compassionate advocate for the mentally ill.” 
 

Banks is known for going beyond the call of duty for her clients by ensuring that they are connected 

with mental health services upon their release from custody. She has gone so far as to pick her 

clients up from jail and drive them to the pharmacy to get their medications. She has bought them 

clothes, treated them to lunch and sent them birthday cards. She has stayed in touch with some of the 

10,000 clients she has represented over nearly three decades as a Public Defender Attorney. 
 

“Peggy works especially well with both individuals who have a mental illness and their families,” 

said John Mitchem, president of the local chapter of NAMI in Santa Clara County. “Some of our 

members call her an angel.” 
 

For Banks, the recognition is humbling. 
 

“I became a public defender because I like representing the underdog and to me they are the 

underdog of the underdog,” said Banks of her tenure at the Public Defender’s Office, which she 

started as a volunteer law student from Santa Clara University.  “ I feel I have a special ability to 

communicate with these individuals and provide them some kind of assurance as they go through the 

system.” 

 

Banks will receive the Community Merit Award on Tuesday October 10, 2006, at 7:30 p.m., during 

the NAMI Santa Clara monthly meeting at Good Samaritan Hospital, in the basement auditorium at 

2425 Samaritan Drive in Los Gatos.  (Upon entering Hospital’s Main Entrance, immediately take 

steps to basement). 

  #  #   # 
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