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County Wins Fairgrounds Lawsuit 
In Major Victory Judge Rules for the County on all Five Points  

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today, after review of the facts and arguments pertaining to the 

County’s Fairgrounds Theater project, Judge Marie S. Weiner of San Mateo County Superior 

Court ruled in favor of the County of Santa Clara in Case No. 442629 (City of San Jose, a 

municipal corporation; Redevelopment Agency of the City of San Jose v. County of Santa 

Clara; Santa Clara County Financing Authority; Silicon Valley Theatre Financing Authority).    

 
“The ruling is a major victory for the County of Santa Clara and clears the way to eliminate 

blight at the County Fairgrounds, ” said County Counsel Ann Ravel. 

 
In the summer of 2004, the City of San Jose sued the County of Santa Clara in a last ditch 

effort to derail the planned concert theater project at the County Fairgrounds, when 

downtown business interests decided that they wanted to build a similar project.  The lawsuit 

alleged that the County’s Fairgrounds project, to be operated by the House of Blues, was 

subject to city land use review because of a 2001 Redevelopment Agreement between the 

City and County. 

 
The court ruling today throws out all of the City’s claims and upholds the County’s position.  

The County has maintained that the City’s lawsuit was baseless and an attempt to 

inappropriately interfere with County decisions.  The Court agreed and ruled that the 

language in the 2001 agreement clearly states that County owned land and facilities are not 

subject to land use review by the City of San Jose. 
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The City’s lawsuit requested that the court find (1) declaratory relief, (2) interference with 

contractual relations, (3) breach of contract, (4) a writ determining that the proposal is 

contrary to the General Plan of the County and unlawful, and (5) a writ determining that the 

County had abused its discretion.   

 
The judge granted the County’s Motion for Summary Judgment, dismissing all of the City’s 

claims.  The only remaining point, which may go to trial, is the County’s request for damages 

resulting from the delay of the project. 

 
“It is a shame that the City filed this frivolous lawsuit on the eve of our planned bond 

issuance,” said Ravel.  “We hope they will not continue throwing away the tax payers’ 

money by filing additional appeals.”    

 
For six years, the County of Santa Clara methodically worked to develop a viable 

revitalization plan for the County Fairgrounds.  The planning process included public 

meetings held by county and city elected officials, addressing community input. 
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