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County and Community Partners Launch Accessible Mammography 
Services to Reduce Incidents of Late-Stage Breast Cancer Detection  

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— In Santa Clara County, 30 percent of all breast cancer diagnoses in underserved 

populations are detected as  late-stage cancers, according to the California Cancer Registry. For the first 

time, women in this population will have access to a new program, launched by the County of Santa 

Clara and Community Health Partnership, that integrates mammography services into health clinic 

services. Women in the underserved populations will have 18 points of entry for mammography 

screening, meaning greater accessibility to mammograms and other health services at 18 health clinics 

around the community. 

 

The Community Mammography Access Project (CMAP), spearheaded by Supervisor Liz Kniss, will 

increase access to mammograms to reduce late-stage breast cancer diagnosis for underserved women 

through a collaboration of community-based services and health care providers. The project will serve 

more than 1,400 women with the mobile screening services each year.  

 

“Too many women die of breast cancer because they find out about it too late,” said Supervisor Liz 

Kniss, Chair of the Board of Supervisor’s Health and Hospital Committee. “Now, previously underserved 

women throughout the county will be able to get mammograms at community clinics, in their 

neighborhoods.”  

 
Portable mammogram equipment will be available at community clinics on a rotating basis. On site 

mammography is especially effective as an ancillary service at community based clinics due to their 

ability to provide culturally and linguistically appropriate healthcare in a familiar environment.  

 

-more- 
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This program enables Valley Medical Center to expand its access points for women seeking 

mammograms. Now, women can access mammograms at 18 new sites for general screenings. Valley 

Medical Center will continue to provide mammogram screenings, diagnostic screenings, readings of 

general diagnostic mammograms, and provide treatment services as needed.  

 

“Linking the primary care services provided by our community health clinics with mobile mammography 

screening and breast health education is essential for these women. They have found a medical home 

where they want to come back to access quality healthcare, including re-screening for breast cancer,” said 

Rhonda McClinton-Brown, Executive Director for Community Health Partnership 

 

“We as a community are creating innovative programs to meet the needs of high risk populations,” said 

Reymundo Espinoza, Chief Executive Officer of Gardner Family Health Network. “We are committed to 

making sure our patients have access to mammography services as part of their primary care.”   

 

Community Health Partnership, the service coordinator and founding partner in the creation of the 

Community Mammography Access Project, has scheduled mammogram clinic dates at its network of 

community-based health clinic locations throughout the county.  Upcoming clinic dates include: 

• Feb. 1, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Gardner Health Clinic, 195 E.Virginia St., San Jose 
• Feb. 2, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Planned Parenthood Mar Monte, 1691 The Alameda, San Jose 
• March 19, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., Ravenswood Health Center, 1798-A Bay Rd., East Palo Alto 
• March 20,  9 a.m. – 3 p.m. San Jose Foothill Family Community Clinic, 2448 Story Rd., San Jose 
• March 21, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Mayview Community Health Center – Columbia Neighborhood 

Center,  785 Morse Avenue, Sunnyvale 
• March 22, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., Planned Parenthood Mar Monte, 225 San Antonio Rd. / Mt. View 
• April 16, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., Gardner South County Health Center, 700 W. 6th Street, Ste. F / Gilroy 
                   

Additional dates and locations for North and South County through the end of 2007, can be viewed on the 

master event calendar at http://www.chpscc.org/whpCMAP.htm   

 

The estimated cost for the first year is $139,000. A portion of the costs will be reimbursed through grants, 

while the County will fund the remaining $61,588.  
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