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County of Santa Clara Going “Green” 
Green Design of 5 New Buildings Conserves Energy and Reduces Cost 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – In an effort to mitigate the negative impacts to our environment, the 

County of Santa Clara has been quietly going about making the changes and establishing a 

comprehensive “green” program to protect the environment.  From rubberized roadways to 

energy-efficient traffic lamps, from household hazard waste collection to food composting 

education, from adopting non-toxic methods to control pest in parks to setting 

environmental-friendly policy for new constructions, the County is doing everything it can to 

conserve energy, and is going “green” in the process. 

 

Since 2001, the County has completed over 500 energy conservation projects designed to 

reduce the County’s gross power consumption and to reduce peak power demand.  These 

projects include installation of 6,800 task lighting motion sensors, 1,459 room lighting 

motion sensors, 716 lighting fixtures with energy efficient fluorescent lamps, 23 cool roof 

systems, 69 power meters, and automatic tube brush cleaning systems for chillers. 

 

“Environmental responsibility is not only the right thing to do, it also is the fiscally sensible 

thing to do from a business perspective,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, District 5, who  
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championed the County’s Green Building Policy, “using Green Building guidelines has the 

three-fold benefit of reducing impact on our environment, creating more open and healthful 

workspaces, and generating savings over the long term.” 

 

Five new County buildings - Valley Specialty Center, Valley Health Center Gilroy, Valley 

Health Center Sunnyvale, Valley Health Center Milpitas, and Crime Lab – are being 

designed to exceed the state’s building energy efficiency standards.  The new designs will 

help reduce the County’s annual electrical use by over 3 million kilowatt hours, saving 

$520,000 annually in energy cost.  At the same time, the designs of these five buildings also 

have also met the PG&E Savings By Design requirements, which will earn the County a one-

time rebate of $564,784 from PG&E.   

 

“Since we are a large organization with many facilities, our energy conservation has yielded 

substantial savings,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the Board of Supervisors. “Smaller 

businesses and individual families can also achieve savings by taking steps to change their 

energy consumption, simple things like switching to energy efficient lighting and unplugging 

appliances when they are not in use.” 

 

In May 2006, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved a Green Building 

Policy that has goal of meeting the standards of Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design (LEED), developed by the U.S. Green Building Council.  The policy spells out the 

County’s commitment to stewardship of natural resources and energy reduction strategies 

and recognizes economic benefits in the work sector, and health benefits to all County 

residents.  The County’s new Crime Lab has been designated to LEED standards.  New 

County health centers are being designed and constructed to the same “green” standards, 

although currently, there is no LEED designation for medical health buildings. 

 

The County also is participating in the PG&E Savings By Design Program which establishes  
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energy efficiency standards that exceeds the state standards.  Organizations that design to 

PG&E Savings By Design standards are eligible for financial rebates.  All five new buildings 

designed by the County have qualified under this program. 
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