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County Honors Foster Parent Community May 1 
Open Your Heart & Your Home 

Awards Event Kicks Off National Foster Care Month Activities  
and Recruitment of Foster Parents 

 
 
San José, CA. --  Lisa Traxler and husband, Christopher Hawkes, have been foster parents for over 10 years 
and could not imagine life any other way. With two small children of their own back then, they knew that 
accepting the challenge of raising another child would be considerable. Yet, Lisa states, “I have been lucky 
my whole life. These kids are not as fortunate. Our goal is to improve their lives as best we can. When 
anyone asks Lisa what it is like to be a foster parent, she cheerfully responds, “It’s like the Army says; it’s 
the toughest job you’ll ever love.”  
 
The Santa Clara County Social Services Agency appreciates the hundreds of dedicated foster families. Foster 
families play an essential role in the lives of children removed from their homes due to abuse or neglect. To 
help bring awareness about the need for more nurturing homes, the foster parent community in Santa Clara 
County will be honored at an awards event to kick off National Foster Care Month on Monday, May 1, at 
11:00 a.m., at the Foster and Adoptive Parent Association (FAPA) Resource Center, 373 W. Julian 
Street, San José, 95110. (The County of Santa Clara Social Services Agency Department of Families & 
Children’s Services building.)  
 
Supervisor Jim Beall, Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors, will present an award to the Foster and 
Adoptive Parent Association Resource Center. This awards ceremony kicks off a month-long series of events 
for National Foster Care Month. During May, the Social Services Agency is also launching a regional 
outreach effort in partnership with San Mateo County to recruit and retain foster parents. Advertisements for 
foster parents will appear on Caltrans and SamTrans buses.  
 
In Santa Clara County, there are 2,062 children in out-of-home care, living with foster families, relatives, 
extended family members, and other approved placements. The Social Services Agency needs foster parents 
with a broad range of ethnic backgrounds and bilingual homes, as well as homes that can provide for 
medically fragile children, homes willing to care for teens, and sibling groups of three or more children. The 
Agency goal is to continue to keep children placed in their communities so that they can continue to go to the 
same schools, visit their friends and family members and have a better opportunity to reunite with family. 
To Open Your Heart and Your Home, call 408-299-KIDS. Please see attached month-long list of activities. 
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