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Florence Commission Launches Drive to Raise Funds for 
Schools to Visit Leonardo da Vinci Exhibit  

“Leonardo 500 YEARS INTO THE FUTURE” Coming to The Tech Museum in September 
 

SAN JOSE,  CALIF—The County of Santa Clara Florence Commission today announced the launch of a 
major sponsorship drive to attract businesses and individuals to support  the opportunity for local schools to 
experience “Leonardo 500 YEARS INTO THE FUTURE,” the largest, most comprehensive Leonardo da Vinci 
exhibit ever.  The exhibit, direct from Italy, comes to the Tech Museum of Innovation September 27, 2008, 
through January 4, 2009. 
 

Through the Florence Commission da Vinci Exhibit Educational Sponsorship Project, businesses or individuals 
contributing $5,000 can designate the school or school district of their choice to receive the $5,000 scholarship 
to provide tickets for 400-500 students and chaperons to attend and experience the exhibit. 
 

Leonardo: 500 Years into the Future, an unprecedented exhibition that brings to life the true depth of Leonardo 
da Vinci’s innovative spirit and genius, will make its worldwide premier and only U.S. appearance at The Tech. 
The exhibition extends far beyond his paintings to showcase his engineering innovations and designs, and to 
provide insight into his creative thought process. Da Vinci’s works and accomplishments are also put into 
context with other pioneering Renaissance artist-engineers; combined, their works demonstrate the interplay 
of both art and science.  
 
The idea of bringing the exhibit to Santa Clara County began in 2000 when a Tech Museum representative 
accompanied a Florence Commission delegation to Florence and began exploratory discussions with Florence 
officials.  

-more- 
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“Bringing the Leonardo da Vinci exhibit to our community has been a long time in the making,” said Karen 
Mazzanti Serpa, Chair of the Florence Commission.  “We are thrilled to see this project come to fruition. This 
will be an amazing opportunity for youth to experience and be inspired by the work of da Vinci.” 
 

The exhibit will expose area residents to important history of the Italian Renaissance period in keeping with the 
Florence Commission’s mission. The County of Santa Clara/Province of Florence, Italy Sister County 
Commission is committed to fostering the exchange of art, commerce, culture, education and technology in 
many diverse areas between the people and governments of the County of Santa Clara and the Province of 
Florence, Italy.  
 
The Florence Commission recently completed a delegation visit to the Province where the commission met 
with Province of Florence President Matteo Renzi and other officials to discuss the exhibit and a series of 
other cultural exchange projects for the coming year.  
 

The Florence Commission is contributing an initial $5,000 to leverage funds with the goal to generate a 
minimum of $75,000.  Business and individuals who are interested in contributing $5,000 or more to sponsor 
tickets for students can call the Florence Commission at 408-299-5151 or email at 
sistercounties@ceo.sccgov.org. Sponsorship checks should be made payable to The Tech Museum and sent 
to the Florence Sister County Commission, c/o County Executive’s Office, 70 W. Hedding St., 11th Floor, San 
Jose, CA 95110.  
 

FLORENCE SISTER COUNTY COMMISSION BACKGROUND 
For the past 20 years, the County of Santa Clara/Province of Florence, Sister County Commission has been 
dedicated to fostering the exchange of art, commerce, culture, education and technology between the County 
of Santa Clara and the Province of Florence. Accomplishments include: the Development of Cultural Student 
Exchanges between San Jose State University, Santa Clara University and the University of Florence, Italy; 
and providing support to an Italian Language Program at Los Gatos High School. 
 
The commission also sponsors American governmental delegations to the Province of Florence, Italy, and 
hosts Italian governmental delegations which highlight each region’s respective technological, artistic, 
commercial, cultural and educational advancements. 
 
The commission has granted funds to assist Opera San Jose’s dedication to Italian opera and language; 
supported an International Transportation Planning Conference for the Province of Florence, Italy; acted as the 
liaison between European and American experts studying solid waste recycling which led to Santa Clara 
County representation at an international recycling conference; represented the County of Santa Clara at the 
World Peace Conference held in the Province of Florence, Italy;  bridged cultural heritage with “Florence-
Santa Clara: Two Schools of Sculpture” exhibit at the Triton Museum of Art; presented the Quartetto di 
Fiesole, an Italian string quartet, to perform in a special concert for the San Jose Chamber Music Society; and 
presented “The City of Brunelleschi” art exhibition at the De Saisset Museum. 

-more- 
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DA VINCI EXHIBIT BACKGROUND 
The “Leonardo 500 YEARS INTO THE FUTURE,” brings to life and showcases the remarkable achievements 
of Renaissance artist-engineers who turned their inventive minds to technology and science. The exhibit 
includes over 200 artifacts including drawings, sculptures and life-size models of the art, architectural projects, 
machines and mechanisms of Renaissance artist-engineers.  Numerous multi-media stations throughout the 
exhibition put the machines and achievements of Leonardo da Vinci and the Renaissance artist-engineers into 
modern day context, and full-scale working models have been painstakingly recreated by Florence artisans 
using materials and construction techniques that were available in the 15th century.  Priceless works of art by 
da Vinci’s contemporaries, on loan from the Uffizi Gallery in Florence, will accompany the exhibition. 
 
To enhance the exhibition experience, visitors can participate in a 60-minute hands-on design lab based on 
Leonardo’s engineering, scientific and art principles. The Tech will also be offering other floor programs and 
hands-on experiences designed to complement the exhibition. 
 
 
      #   #   # 
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