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 County a Step Closer to Determining a Site for Downtown 
Medical Clinic 

 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.— Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors  gave a nod of approval to 
a series of operating assumptions to guide the acquisition of a site for the new Downtown San Jose medical clinic. 
Voters approved the allocation of $50 million dedicated to fund medical facilities in Downtown San Jose with the 
passage of Measure A last November.  
 
“A medical facility in downtown San Jose has been under discussion for quite a while, essentially since the San Jose 
Medical Center closed its doors in 2004,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, President of the Board of Supervisors. “The 
excellent community support for a clinic reflected through passage of Measure A bonds, along with the Board’s approved 
outline of operating assumptions and processes, brings us several steps closer to making this much needed health care 
facility a reality.” 
 
The following operating assumptions will guide the site selection process:  

1. The clinic will provide primary care. The clinic will also provide urgent care from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., days of the 
week to be determined.  

2. The size and location of the clinic will be accomplished within the $50 million allocation from Measure A.  

3. The clinic will be operated under a cooperative agreement between Santa Clara County and a community partner.  

4. The community partner will be selected via a Request for Proposals (RFP) process administered by the County.  

5. The financing alternatives will be related to the type and nature of a cooperative agreement with a community 
partner.  

6. The Board of Supervisors will approve the final agreement between Santa Clara County and a community partner.  

7. The Joint City/County Task Force will continue to make recommendations to the County and City concerning 
downtown healthcare issues. 
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The site selection process narrowed the options for acquiring a site and building a new facility, or acquiring an existing 
building and renovating it to meet the needs of the new clinic. The previous site under consideration, the Chavez 
Building located at 25 North 14th Street, is no longer under consideration due to significant system deficiencies and the 
age of the facility. 
 
The County has identified a portion of the existing San Jose Medical Center Campus (the northwest corner of 17th and 
Santa Clara Streets) as a potential site to build a new facility. This new construction alternative is desirable as it would 
enable the County to design a facility that is efficient and meets operating needs.  However, cost considerations would 
have to be taken into account. 
. 
“Based on our recent experience constructing Valley Health Center Milpitas, we know the cost will run just under $1,000 
per square foot,” said County Executive Jeff Smith. “Our challenge is to develop a facility that meets the needs of the 
community within the budget approved by voters.”  
 
“Access to health care is a major factor affecting the quality of life for all county residents, especially those in the heart of 
San Jose,” said Supervisor George Shirakawa, District 2.  “I am pleased the downtown community is moving ever closer 
to receiving the health care services it so badly needs.”   
 
The County Executive will come back to the Board before the end of the year to recommend a site location. 
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