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Castro Valley Ranch to be Reconfigured 
New Arrangement Will Be More Compatible with Estate Planning and 

Agricultural Use 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – This week, The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted 3 

(Gage, McHugh, Yeager) to 2 (Alvarado, Kniss) to approve a proposal to reconfigure the 

sixteen existing lots on Castro Valley Ranch, which comprises over 8,400 acres.  The 

proposal – formally processed as a subdivision because of a change in State law - was 

requested in an application submitted by the owners of 16 existing lots in 2003.   

 

Currently, almost all of the subject property is actively run with cattle, and some of the lots 

are smaller in size (between 5 and 12 acres).  The subdivision will reconfigure the 16 lots 

into lots of between 182 and 2,412 acres in size, which are more compatible with estate 

planning and agricultural use.  

 

These 16 lots have been used for cattle grazing for commercial agricultural purposes in the 

past, and will remain such after the subdivision.  The owners of the property have indicated 

in their application that they intend to subdivide the property for family estate purposes.  

However, as a condition for approval of their application, the owners also agreed  
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that their future development of single family homes on each parcel will not impair the 

commercial agricultural use. 

 

“The Castro Valley Ranch Subdivision will help make the lots more suitable for agricultural 

use,” said Supervisor Don Gage, District 1. “At the same time, the County will be able to 

protect the cultural and natural resources on the site permanently.”  

 

The subdivision agreement allows 10-acre building envelopes for development on each lot 

and no development outside the 10 acres.  In order to develop each lot, owners are required 

to get Building Site Approval from the County.  The subdivision also ensures that the County 

retains permanent protection for the cultural and natural resources on the site.  

   

The Supervisors opposing the decision wanted to delay to allow more time for the Board and 

the public to review the proposal. 

 

Background 
In April 2003, an application for a 19 lot subdivision was submitted to the County’s Office of 

Planning.  The application indicated that there were 19 existing legal parcels within the 8,000 

acre ranch and that the owners wanted to adjust the lot lines.  The applicant was informed 

that per the Subdivision Map Act, lot line adjustments between more than 5 parcels are 

processed as a subdivision application. 

 

In August 2003, the owner applied for a 19 lot subdivision with an Environmental Impact 

Report (EIR). 

 

In 2004, the application was modified to a 16-lot subdivision, and the owner submitted 

documentation showing that 16 legal parcels existed on the project site.  
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The Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for this project was published in September 

2006.  Following a request from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the public comment period 

was extended from 45 days to 75 days.  Comments and concerns received in the process were 

addressed in the Final EIR (FEIR). 
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