
 

County of Santa Clara 
Office of the County Executive 

70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor 
San José, CA  95110 

(408) 299-5119
www.sccgov.org  

                                  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
December 5, 2006    
 
Contacts:    
Belinda Quesada-Ramsey   Gwendolyn Mitchell/Marina Hinestrosa      
Social Services Agency   Office of Public Affairs 
(408) 491-6726    (408) 299-5119 
 
 

County Supervisors Recognize CalWORKs 
Participants and Partner Supporters  

16th Annual Client Achievement Awards Highlights CalWORKs 
Clients’ Resilience to Overcome Adversity  

 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors recognized 

eight CalWORKs public assistance participants for their outstanding personal, 

educational and professional achievements, and the commitment of two employers and a 

non-profit organization to create opportunities to help them succeed. 
 

Honored at the 16th annual celebration at the County of Santa Clara Board Chambers 

were CalWORKs participants Latricia Johnson, Misty Padilla, Suman Deswal, Wayne 

Wheeler, Ita Kai Kai, Yadira Valdez, Sareli Beltran and Dafina Cozine. They were 

recognized for overcoming significant barriers to employment and education, ranging 

from homelessness, inadequate support systems, long term housing and transportation, to 

learning disabilities, unresolved mental health issues, and domestic violence. 
 

 “We are truly inspired by the achievements of the CalWORKs participants recognized 

today,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Chair Pro Tem for the County’s Board of Supervisors. 

“The County of Santa Clara is also very fortunate to count on partners with the level of 

commitment demonstrated by the employers and organizations honored this morning.” 
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The Board of Supervisors also acknowledged two employers and one non-profit 

organization for their active participation in hiring and supporting CalWORKs clients.   
 

The Alzheimer’s Activity Center was honored as CalWORKs Employer of the Year. 

The Center has provided, for the past 12 years, quality care for Alzheimer patients.  Pam 

Steinke, the founder, is a long time supporter of the CalWORKs program. The 

Alzheimer’s Activity Center was one of the first employers to agree to participate in the 

On-The-Job Training Program funded in partnership with the City of San Jose Workforce 

Investment Act.  Since 2005, the center has trained and hired seven CalWORKs 

participants with competitive wages and career advancement opportunities in health care. 

Cathy Eskandari, Executive Director, received the award. 
 

The State of California was honored as CalWORKs Employer of the Year. The 

State’s commitment spans two decades hiring clients in fulltime or seasonal employment 

positions.  Because of this collaboration, candidates have connected to jobs that provide 

them with stability and income. Sally Bennet, the Chairperson of the Recruiter 

Roundtable of the State hiring process, received the award.  
 

The Career Closet received the Community Partner of the Year Award.  Since 1992, 

this nonprofit agency has served 20,000 women, half of them CalWORKs clients.  

Executive director Jean Cecil, along with her small staff and hundreds of volunteers not 

only have assisted in wardrobe selection, but ensure their clients gain confidence to 

successfully negotiate an interview, secure employment or move up the career ladder.   
 

About CalWORKs in Santa Clara County 

There are currently 14,732 families on public assistance and 6,403 individuals actively 

participating in CalWORKs Employment services.  CalWORKs provides participants 

with relevant job skills, a plan for success and the tools that best prepare them for the 

types of jobs that lead to self-sufficiency. CalWORKs employment services are free and 

include education, training, career advancement and support services such as childcare, 

transportation, counseling and substance abuse treatment. 
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