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Natural Resources Protection Prioritized  

in Coyote Creek Parkway County Park Integrated Plan 
  
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. – Natural resources protection at Coyote Creek Parkway County Park is 

considered the driving force in the park’s future development.  Today, County Supervisors 

approved the long-awaited Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan 

(the Integrated Plan) to ensure that natural resources management strategies are included in 

the development and maintenance of recreation facilities at the Coyote Creek Parkway 

County Park.  

 

The Integrated Plan outlines how the Parkway can be managed, where public recreation may 

be developed, and how to most effectively enhance the habitat resources over the next 20 

years.   

 

“The Coyote Creek Parkway County Park Integrated Plan is designed to meet the increasing 

demands of park users,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the Board of Supervisors.  “The 

Plan helps to ensure that our children and grandchildren can enjoy the beauty of Coyote 

Creek Parkway in the future.”  

 

The Integrated Plan is estimated to cost between $36 million and $46 million, and be finished 

- more - 
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in 20 years.  The Plan includes the following elements:  

 

• A public access and recreation facility plan for the Parkway; 

• An existing trails enhancement plan for the Coyote Creek Multi-Use Trail; 

• Delineation of a Riparian Habitat Corridor to identify and protect important habitat 

resources in the Parkway; 

• A natural resources management plan to manage all habitat resources in the Parkway; 

• Opportunities for partnership in natural resources enhancement; and 

• Long-term park expansion priorities. 

 

The park, located in southern Santa Clara County between San Jose and Morgan Hill, 

contains 15 miles of some of the most beautiful stretches of the scenic Coyote Creek, 

regionally significant riparian habitat, and unique historical sites.  Currently, the north 

portion of the park features a paved multi-use trail popular with bicyclists, rollerbladers and 

hikers.  South of Metcalf Road, an equestrian trail parallels the paved trail.   

 

“This area is so environmentally sensitive that we wanted to make sure we are protecting the 

resource while providing recreation to the residents,” said Lisa Killough, Director of County 

of Santa Clara Parks and Recreation Department. 

 

Completion of the Integrated Plan is the culmination of a three-year public planning process 

by the County Parks and Recreation Department.  From September 2004 to December 2006, 

a series of public meetings were held to solicit input on possible alternatives and public 

feedback is reflected in the Integrated Plan.   

 

Recognized as a critical element in park development, natural resources protection has 

become a theme in the planning for County parks.  The 2004 Master Plan for Coyote Lake-

Harvey Bear Ranch County Park also included an extensive Natural Resources Management 

Plan to dictate where recreation facilities should be placed.   # # # 
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