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County Hosts Conference on  
Domestic Violence  

 
Supervisor Blanca Alvarado is Recognized as “Champion of Peace” at  

14th Annual Event to Eradicate Abuse at Home 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Dozens of professionals, judges, law enforcement representatives and 

advocates for Domestic Violence victims are gathered today from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., during the 

14th Annual Conference on Domestic Violence organized by the County of Santa Clara’s Domestic 

Violence Council. The theme for the event held at the Marriott Santa Clara Hotel is Controversy, 

Challenge & Hope: Domestic Violence Across the Spectrum. Participants are committed to end this 

type of abuse. 

 

“Victims of domestic violence become paralyzed by fear and are often unable to take action,” said 

County of Santa Clara Supervisor Blanca Alvarado. “Each of us has a role and responsibility to take 

action in preventing and ending this devastating crime.”  

 

Supervisor Alvarado was honored today at the Conference luncheon, as the 2007 “Champion of 

Peace.” The honorable Judge Len Edwards, for whom the award is named, will present the recognition 

to Supervisor Alvarado. 

       
“We want to help victims of domestic violence to break this vicious cycle by assuring them they are 

not alone,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss. “And with their help, we can ensure that batterers are 

accountable.”  
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Domestic violence is one of the most serious threats to women’s wellbeing. The County of Santa Clara 

District Attorney’s Office handled 5,871cases, included six deaths related to domestic violence in 

2006.   This annual conference organized by the County of Santa Clara Office of Women’s Policy and 

the Domestic Violence Council is the primary event in the Bay Area for people working in the arena of 

domestic violence to come together as a community.  The Conference offers multiple informational 

workshops and opportunities for community networking with professionals, judges, law enforcement 

representatives and others committed to end this type of abuse. 
 

“Domestic violence is a very complex issue that affects families, regardless of economics, education, 

age or ethnicity,” said Esther Peralez-Dieckmann Director of the County’s Office of Women’s Policy. 

“This crime affects many families and communities.” 
 

Domestic violence can be viewed as a personal matter between family members.  However, it is a 

crime with the potential for lethal consequences. Often, when there is domestic violence in a family, 

children are also mistreated.  
 

“I am very proud of our annual conference, because we have an excellent day planned with renowned 

speakers and exciting workshops to offer our participants,” said Los Gatos Police Department Captain 

Alana Forrest, Chair of the Domestic Violence Council. “It is this collaboration across all systems and 

the strong commitment of hard working individuals what is helping us advance our fight to end 

domestic violence in our community.” 
 

As part of the activities to commemorate October as Domestic Violence Month, Supervisor Kniss is 

co-sponsoring an Information and Resources  Domestic Violence Workshop to be held at Palo Alto 

High School on the evening of Tuesday, October 30. The event is coordinated by a collaborative of 

representatives from County of Santa Clara agencies, the court system and community based 

organizations. 

 
About the Domestic Violence Council of Santa Clara County:  
 
The Domestic Violence Council (DVC) was created by the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors 
in 1991 and serves as an advisory body to the Board members. Its vision is to end domestic violence in 
our community. They meet on a monthly basis. All meetings of the Council shall be open and public. 
A majority vote of the entire membership is required to take any action.  
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