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Evening Reporting Center Provides 

 Fresh Start for Juveniles  
Eight New Graduates Bring Total to 54   

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— When they arrive at the Evening Reporting Center (ERC), most youngsters 

see it as the last recourse to avoid detention at Juvenile Hall. Once they leave, many are grateful for the 

opportunity they were given to turn their lives around.  

 

On February 13, eight minors completed a six-week program that helps juvenile probation violators 

from further penetrating the criminal justice system.  The graduation celebrated individual 

accomplishments, and recognized their fulfillment of the requirements to keep them out of jail. The 

Evening Reporting Center is one of the County of Santa Clara’s comprehensive alternatives to 

detention.  

 

“This is a holistic and cost-savings collaborative between the Probation Department and community 

based organizations with an impressive record dealing with at-risk youth,” said Supervisor Blanca 

Alvarado, Chair of the Board of Supervisor’s County’s Public Safety and Justice Committee. “At the 

Evening Reporting Center youngsters are given the tools to make better choices.  It is gratifying to see 

them graduate.”  

 

Minors that stay away from trouble after graduating from the Evening Reporting Center can return to 

their communities and attend school regularly. 

 

-more- 
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“Thanks to the Evening Reporting Center we are not locking kids up unnecessarily,” said Chief 

Probation Officer Sheila Mitchell,  “As we help them to connect actions with legal consequences, they 

understand how much control they have of their lives.” 

     

Since its opening on September 2006, the Evening Reporting Center has enrolled 100 minors with 

criminal records; 54 of them have successfully graduated.  

 

“The center provides an opportunity for youth to examine their lives and make positive choices,” said 

Patricia Chiapellone, Executive Director of Alum Rock Counseling Center, Inc., one of two 

community based organizations partnering with the Probation Department at the Evening Reporting 

Center.  “We can provide them an opportunity to see they have alternatives. For instance, they learn 

they can say no to peer pressure, and yes to school.” 

 

“This truly is an example of how the county and the community can successfully work together,” 

added Joaquin Pons, Evening Reporting Center’s program manager. “I love the fact that some kids 

want to be here. They feel better about themselves because they know everyone here cares about their 

success.”  

 

About the Evening Reporting Center 

 
In a partnership between the County of Santa Clara Probation Department, Fresh Lifelines for Youth 
and Alum Rock Counseling Center, the Evening Reporting Center, ERC, operates Monday through 
Friday, from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
 
ERC provides support to probation violators ages 14-17 facing a court hearing and a return to Juvenile 
Hall. It is a safe and structured alternative for the peak hours of delinquency for youth. Offenses vary: 
from misdemeanors such as cutting school, property crimes, theft or curfew violations, to more serious 
offenses. Probation officers refer violators to a six-week program where they learn the legal 
consequences to their illicit behavior. Support extends to anger management, life skills building, and 
getting resources such as drug alcohol classes and finding a job.   
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