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County of Santa Clara Employees Pledge  
More Than One Million Dollars to Local Charities 

County Employee Giving Campaign Marks 35 Years 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. – For the second year in a row, County of Santa Clara employees pledged more than $1,000,000 to 
local charities through the 2008 Combined Giving Campaign (CGC), the County’s annual charities fundraising event, and 
donations are still coming in.  Over the last 13 years, County employees have contributed nearly $7.7 million to hundreds of 
charities in the areas of health and human services, environmental programs and the arts. 
 
“While our country is going through economic uncertainty and so many people are struggling, I’m heartened by the 
generosity of County employees,” said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, Chair Pro Tem of the Board of Supervisors. “In their 
daily jobs, County employees give to the community in so many ways, and the Combined Giving Campaign is one more 
avenue for them to make a difference.”  
 
Each year, the County Executive appoints a department or departments to spearhead the campaign and set fundraising 
goals. The Employee Services Agency and the District Attorney’s Office led this year’s campaign, raising more than $1 
million. 
 
“The Combined Giving Campaign is an excellent way to collectively provide support for the many families and vulnerable 
individuals in our community,” said Campaign Co-Chair Luke Leung, Deputy County Executive. “Every dollar makes a 
difference.  Over a million dollars does a world of good.”  
 
"To raise over $1,000,000 for the Combined Giving Campaign during these tough economic times is quite an 
accomplishment,” said District Attorney Dolores Carr, Campaign Co-Chair.  “I am so proud of all of our county employees 
who continue to support the communities where they live, work and play.  These are the same communities that our 
employees protect." 
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The Combined Giving Campaign was launched in 1973 to allow County employees the opportunity to donate through their 
biweekly check or one-time donations. Their generosity hasn’t stopped in 35 years.  Since the year 2000, the Combined 
Giving Campaign contributions have increased from $306,000 to $1,046,452.36 attributed to an increase in individual 

employee contributions and this year’s participation of 3, 651 employees. Campaign results for the past 13 years include: 

 
Campaign Total Dollars  Organizations that  
Year Contributed    Received Donations  
2008 $1,046,452  481 
2007 $1,084,459  457 
2006 $   940,858  429    
2005 $   769,312  364    
2004   $   750,935  379    
2003  $   630,945  344    
2002  $   674,543  346    
2001 $   400,185  346    
2000  $   306,000  340     
1999 $   322,441 
1998 $   298,982 
1997 $   247,371 
1996  $   220,000     
Total  $7,692,483 
 
“Community Health Charities of California supports more than 50 non-profit health agencies that fight life-threatening 
illnesses,” said David Pisani, President and Chief Executive Officer.  “The generous donations of Santa Clara County 
employees go to the nearest local branch of the charity selected and touch the lives of friends and neighbors in their 
communities.” 
 
Employees can give to the 531 nonprofit organizations through the six federations: Community Health Charities of California, 
Arts Council of Silicon Valley, Earth Share of California, Local Independent Charities, Global Impact, and the United Way of 
Silicon Valley.  A federation is a group of voluntary charitable organizations established for the purpose of supplying 
common fundraising, administrative and management services to its members. In addition to the five federations, there are 
more than 25 independent, non-affiliated agencies from which to choose. Local and global causes range from support for 
cancer, diabetes, and Alzheimer’s research; food for the hungry; shelter for the homeless; literacy and the arts; the 
environment; and care for children, seniors, and wildlife. 
  
“I am pleased, though not surprised, that Santa Clara County employees have once again demonstrated their heartfelt concern 
for others, said Acting County Executive Gary Graves.  “We can all be proud to be a part of an organization that takes its 
commitment to the community to heart.”    
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