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County Reports No Major Damage, Encourages Residents to 

Implement Emergency Preparedness Measures 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— The County’s inspections and assessments of County buildings, roads 

and airports after last night’s 5.6 magnitude earthquake will be ongoing through the week. 

Initial reports revealed minor damage including two broken windows at the FAA control tower 

at Reid-Hillview Airport.  The Santa Clara County Office of Emergency Services (OES) will 

continue monitoring reports from cities, local utilities and the community. 

 

The County of Santa Clara has a comprehensive emergency management system in place, 

coordinating organized planning efforts with County departments, local cities and special 

districts to prepare, respond, and recover from disasters.  

 

“While the County is committed to saving lives during a disaster, it’s imperative that residents 

implement personal preparedness measures at home to help protect themselves and their 

families,” said Alexander Gordon, Senior Emergency Planning Coordinator for Office of 

Emergency Services and duty officer during last night’s earthquake. 

 

The Office of Emergency Services is encouraging residents to implement some basic 

preparedness measures, including: 

 
• Create a family disaster plan. Designate a meeting location outside the home and 

identify an out-of-state friend to be the family contact for everyone to check in with 
after the event. It’s often easier to call long distance after a disaster. 
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• Practice your disaster plan.  
• Assemble a 3-5 day disaster supply kit for the home and car. Kits should include 

water, non-perishable food, first aid kit, medications, clothing, radio, flash light, 
sanitation supplies, cash and a credit card, important family documents and extra sets 
of car keys.  

• Prepare your children. Help them understand the risks, practice the disaster plan and 
have them help build the disaster supply kits.  

• Prepare for the special needs of babies, seniors and the disabled.  
• Learn CPR and first aid.  
• Eliminate hazards in your home and work place. Strap down large electronics and 

furniture, and secure overhead objects such as ceiling fans and pictures.  
 

For more information about earthquake preparedness, go to http://oes.sccgov.org or 

www.211scc.org.  When disaster strikes, 2-1-1 can help answer questions and provide a 

central place for updated information as conditions change. 2-1-1 is a free, non-emergency, 

confidential, 3 digit phone number.   
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