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FOGGING TO SUPPRESS ADULT MOSQUITOES SCHEDULED 

 

On Monday, August 14, weather permitting, the Santa Clara County Vector Control District will begin fogging 

approximately three square miles in parts of San Jose and Campbell in an effort to suppress adult mosquitoes carrying 

West Nile virus (WNV). Three WNV infected groups of mosquitoes and four WNV positive birds have been found in the 

designated fogging area. The area was shifted slightly northward with the discovery on Monday of two more groups of 

infected mosquitoes just north of Payne Avenue. The area to be fogged is bordered on the North by Williams Road in San 

Jose, on the East by Winchester Boulevard, in both San Jose and Campbell, on the South by Century Drive and Budd 

Avenue in Campbell, and on the West by San Tomas Aquino Road and a small part of Saratoga Avenue in San Jose. 

Residents living south of Century and Bud Avenue are no longer in the fogging zone. Subsequent foggings may occur 

later in the week if weather conditions are not favorable for the Monday fogging, or if more positive mosquitoes are found 

after the fogging. The 6,700 residents living in the proposed area are being notified by mail or by hand delivered notices 

about the upcoming fogging. 

 

A community meeting was held Tuesday night at the Campbell Community Center’s Orchard City Banquet Room, 1 

West Campbell Avenue, from 7-9 PM. Approximately 100 residents attended the meeting. Due to the northward shift of 

the proposed fogging zone after the notification regarding the community meeting was sent, not all residents in the target 

zone received notification of the meeting; but all residents within the proposed fogging zone will receive notification of the 

upcoming fogging. 

 

A total of twelve WNV infected groups of mosquitoes have been found in the County. Over 70 birds infected with WNV 

have also been found. No human cases of WNV have been reported to date.  

 

 

 

 



Saratoga-West San Jose Fogging Update: 

Post-fogging samples following the August 2 fogging of the Saratoga-West San Jose area showed 40-50% reduction in 

mosquito numbers. One West Nile positive sample was found. More trapping is being done in this area and if more West 

Nile positive mosquitoes are found, fogging could occur again in this area. 

 

Fogging Procedure: 

The District will apply the same product, Pyrenone 25-5 Public Health Insecticide, used in previous fogging, to suppress 

adult mosquitoes. Adult mosquito control by ground fogging will begin at 11pm. This procedure will kill adult mosquitoes 

that are already infected and will significantly reduce the potential for WNV transmission to residents. The procedure is 

being used by other counties throughout California and the US, is consistent with State protocol, and has been shown to be 

safe for humans and domestic pets. 

 

Product Being Used: 

The active ingredient in the product being used is pyrethrin. Pyrethrins are insecticides that are derived from the extract of 

chrysanthemum flowers. Pyrethrins are widely used for control of various insect pests and are the most common 

ingredient found in household insect sprays, head lice medicines for children as well as pet shampoos and sprays. Certified 

and trained Vector Control District personnel will apply the product in an ultra low volume (ULV) fog. ULV foggers 

dispense very fine aerosol droplets that stay aloft and kill adult mosquitoes on contact. Pyrethrins, when applied at adult 

mosquito control rates, exhibit low toxicity to warm blooded animals and break down in the environment after several 

hours when exposed to sunlight, and high temperatures. The amount of pyrethrin being applied in this ULV ground 

fogging application is about 2/1000 of a pound per acre. 

 

West Nile virus is spread to humans by the bite of an infected mosquito. The virus is not transmitted person-to-person. 

State and local public health officials have been conducting an expanded surveillance program for West Nile virus since 

2000, searching for evidence of infection in people, mosquitoes, birds and other animals.  

  

The virus, which can cause encephalitis, was first detected in the United States in New York in 1999 and has been found 

in 42 states and the District of Columbia. Most individuals who are infected with West Nile virus have no symptoms. 

Most infected individuals will have only mild symptoms such as fever, headache, rash and body aches. However, the virus 

can cause severe symptoms such as high fever, neck stiffness, disorientation, coma, convulsions, muscle weakness and 

paralysis. It is estimated that 1 in 150 persons infected with WNV will develop a more severe form of the illness. 

 
A map of the area to be fogged and more information regarding the fogging can be seen at the Vector Control District 

website at www.sccvector.org.  

 

Residents can sign up for e-mail fogging notifications and updates at the District website or call the West Nile virus 

hotline, 800-314-2427, for updates. 
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