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Homeowners in Unincorporated Flood Prone Areas 
to Receive Additional Flood Insurance Discounts  

Reductions Granted Thanks to County’s Community Rating Upgrade 
 In National Flood Insurance Program   

 
     SAN JOSE, CALIF.— The U.S. Department of Homeland Security Federal Emergency  

Management Agency (FEMA) announced it has raised Santa Clara County's Community Rating 

System to a Class 7 (out of 10) in the National Flood Insurance Program.  This rating benefits 

homeowners in the unincorporated area of Santa Clara County whose property is located in areas prone 

to flooding and could now be eligible for a reduction of up to 15% in flood insurance premiums. 

 

 “The County's strategies for managing the floodplain have helped us earn these savings for our 

residents,” said Don Gage, Chair of the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors and of the Board's 

Housing, Land Use, Environment and Transportation Committee. “We're committed to doing all we 

can to protect the lives and property of Santa Clara County residents from potential floods.” 

 

Since 2004, when it started participating in the Community Rating System, the County has 

continuously obtained a Class 8 rating, which resulted in a reduction of up to 10% in flood insurance 

rates for unincorporated area homeowners.  The upgrade to Class 7 rating could translate into higher 

savings of up to 15% for over 700 homeowners who have flood insurance. 

-more- 
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Over 750 flood insurance policies were issued for the County’s unincorporated area.  Premiums can 

cost anywhere between $200 and $3,000, depending on the region. 

 

As the administrator of Federal Floodplain Management regulations, FEMA and Insurance Services 

Office (ISO), Inc., evaluated the Santa Clara County Department of Planning and Development's 

enforcement of construction regulations within the floodplain area, the open space program managed 

by the County Parks Department, reference materials, and outreach projects conducted by Santa Clara 

Valley Water District.  The evaluation included community outreach efforts targeting residents who 

live in flood prone areas on what they can do to protect themselves in an emergency, flood control 

methods at Vasona Lake County Park and the completion of Guadalupe River Parkway Flood Control, 

since part of its land is in the County’s unincorporated area.  The agencies praised the County’s 

enforcement of construction regulations designed to minimize flood damage and determined Santa 

Clara County’s Community Rating System qualifies for an increase to a Class 7 in the National Flood 

Insurance Program. 

 

“Our community and residents deserve this important classification upgrade,” said Supervisor Pete 

McHugh, Vice Chair of the Board's Housing, Land Use, Environment and Transportation Committee.  

“It recognizes this County's dedication to protecting its residents while lowering out-of-pocket costs 

for flood insurance for our property owners.” 

 

County officials encourage homeowners who live in unincorporated flood prone areas to contact their 

insurance carriers and notify them that their flood insurance rates should reflect the County's improved 

rating which became effective on or after October 1, 2007. 
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