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Ground Fogging to Suppress Adult Mosquitoes  
in Parts of San Jose and Los Gatos Tonight at 11:00 PM 

Staging Area Set for Media to Assemble Prior to Ground Fogging  
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. –Ground fogging to suppress adult mosquitoes will begin 

Wednesday, July 25, at 11:00 pm, weather permitting.  The fogging should be 

completed by 2:30 am.  The fogging area includes part of San Jose and northern 

Los Gatos.  A map of the area to be fogged can be found at the Vector Control 

website: www.sccvector.org.  This is the first ground fogging for adult 

mosquitoes this year in the county. 

 

A staging area has been designated in the El Gato Village shopping center, on the 

corner of Los Gatos Boulevard and Los Gatos/Almaden Road, for media to 

assemble.  Vector Control District personnel will be available for interviews prior 

to the beginning of the fogging, from 10:45 -11:00 pm.  Maps of the areas to be  
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fogged will be available at the staging area. 

 

“The area targeted to be fogged is of high concern because infected adult 

mosquitoes, as well as a significant number of WNV positive birds, have been 

found there,” said Tim Mulligan, Vector Control District Manager. “Our job is to 

protect the health of our residents.  By specifically targeting this area with 

ground fogging, we will suppress the West Nile infected adult mosquito 

population and have an impact on preventing human cases from occurring.” 

 

Of the 36 West Nile virus positive birds found in the county this year, 15 of them 

have been found in the fogging zone.  One group of positive mosquitoes has also 

been found in the area targeted for fogging.  Due to the West Nile activity in this 

area, the Vector Control District is concerned that the area poses a potential 

health threat to residents and fogging for adult mosquitoes should be conducted.   

 

Certified and trained Vector Control District personnel will apply the product, 

Pyrenone 25-5, at an ultra low volume (ULV) fog using 4 truck mounted foggers. 

ULV foggers dispense very fine aerosol droplets that stay aloft and kill adult 

mosquitoes on contact.  The product being fogged, Pyrenone 25-5, contains 

pyrethrin that kills adult mosquitoes.  The goal of the ground fogging is to 

reduce mosquitoes that may be infected with the virus which will reduce the 

potential for West Nile virus transmission to residents.  Ground fogging is being 

used by other counties and cities and is consistent with State protocols for 

suppressing West Nile virus. 
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Pyrethrins found in the material used for ground fogging are botanical 

insecticides produced from the extract of chrysanthemum flowers.  Pyrethrins 

are widely used for control of various insect pests and are the most common 

ingredient found in popular household insect sprays.  It is also found in head lice 

medicines for children as well as pet shampoos and sprays.  Pyrethrins, when 

applied at mosquito control rates, are low in toxicity to humans and other 

animals, non-carcinogenic and cause no adverse reproductive affects.  Pyrethrins 

break down quickly in the environment as they are not stable when exposed to 

high temperatures and sunlight.  The amount of product being used in this 

instance is less than one ounce per acre. 

 

“Larval control remains the District’s primary method of mosquito control as 

was the case last year,” commented Mulligan.  “District staff has done a 

tremendous job minimizing the mosquito population in our county.” 

 

No human cases of West Nile virus have been confirmed in Santa Clara county 

this year.  Last year, five humans and one horse contracted West Nile virus. 

There has been 36 human case and two deaths reported this year in California.  
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