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Santa Clara County Weighs in on National Health Reform at 
NACo’s Large Urban Caucus Annual Meeting in Sacramento 

Board President Liz Kniss Outlines County Successes 
 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.— Today, Supervisor Liz Kniss, President of the County of Santa 

Clara Board of Supervisors presented Santa Clara County successes that could be emulated as a part 

of national health care system reform. The presentation was made during the National Association of 

Counties’ (NACo) Large Urban County Caucus (LUCC) Annual Meeting in Sacramento County, Calif. 

 
Kniss is a member of LUCC, which is a bipartisan coalition of elected county officials representing 

about 130 million people. The LUCC Annual Meeting afforded elected leaders representing 

communities from across the nation the opportunity to share ideas and work collaboratively to 

determine how best to address common challenges, such as saving the health care safety net. LUCC 

is chaired by DeKalb County, GA Chief Executive Officer Burrell Ellis. 

 
“Our county faces many of the same challenges as other metro communities in this era of shrinking 

revenues and increasing demands for services,” Kniss said. “I believe discussing our common 

challenges and hearing first-hand how other counties like ours are addressing these issues is a 

tremendously valuable exercise.” 

 

A special feature of the meetings was NACo’s 3rd (and final) hearing on U.S. Health Reform, which 

aimed to contribute county government voices to the national debate on health care system reform. 

Kniss used this opportunity to share information about Santa Clara County’s approach to expanding 

access to care.  She spoke about policy decisions to site clinics in various parts of the county and 

partnerships with others to provide care to those with public insurance or no insurance.  
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“We have instituted every form of economic program available to increase access to care, including 

creating our own Children’s Health Insurance and dramatically reducing the number of uninsured 

children in our county from 70,000 in 2001 to about 12,000 today,” said Kniss. “We also have 

begun a program of health coverage called Valley Care which has more than 12,000 enrollees. Forty 

percent lost their insurance in the last year.”  

 

Kniss also proposed that NACo’s policy agenda address the capacity for public hospitals to provide a 

safety net for everyone, not just the Medicaid population and the uninsured. She stated that Santa 

Clara Valley Medical Center is an example of a public hospital that offers a full range of specialty 

services and is the choice many privately insured patients.  Public hospitals are poised to be leaders in 

disaster, trauma, and specialty areas such as burn centers, and neonatal intensive care and are 

appropriate to serve an entire region. She also stressed the importance of building in incentives for 

prevention and wellness and using the “medical home” model to reduce fragmented and costly medical 

care. 

 

The LUCC meeting agenda is available on the NACo Web site www.naco.org. 

 
Background 
The National Association of Counties (NACo) is the only national organization that represents county 
governments in the United States. Founded in 1935, NACo provides essential services to the nation’s 
3,068 countries. NACo advances issues with a unified voice before the federal government, improves 
the public’s understanding of county government, assists counties in finding and sharing innovative 
solutions through education and research, and provides value-added services to save counties and 
taxpayers money. For more information about NACo, visit www.naco.org. 
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