
Santa Clara County 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vector Control District 

Department of Environmental Health 

Contact:  
Victor Romano – 408-593-6193 
Kriss Costa     -    408-210-5774 
Noor Tietze      -   408-210-5773 
Russ Parman  -   408-593-6176  
 

976 Lenzen Ave 
San Jose, CA  95125 
408-792-5010 
www.sccvector.org 

 

Media Advisory 
Helicopter Spraying For Vicious Winter Marsh 
Mosquitoes Scheduled 

    Alviso, February 2, 2006: 

Beginning at approximately 8:00am, Thursday, February 2, (weather permitting) the Santa Clara 

County Vector Control District will be applying products by helicopter that will reduce the fly-off or 

“emergence “ of adult mosquitoes. Areas to be treated are Coyote Reach & the New Chicago Marsh in 

Alviso.  

Seasonal rains have caused dormant mosquito eggs to hatch. Commonly called the “California salt 

marsh mosquito”, the Ochelerotatus squaminger (formerly Aedes squamiger), lay their eggs in the 

moist soil in late spring and early summer. These eggs can lay dormant for many years, even after 

repeated flooding. The short days and colder temperatures of early winter cause the eggs to hatch 

when the eggs are submerged under water.  Although this species has not yet been implicated in the 

transmission of West Nile Virus, it is known to be a vicious day biter and can fly over 20 miles from it's 

breeding grounds to feed on humans and other mammals.   

Approximately 500 acres will be treated with biorational compounds, bti (a naturally occurring 

bacteria) and methoprene (a mosquito-specific growth regulator). These products are host specific, 

meaning they effectively control the immature (aquatic stages) mosquitoes, but are not harmful to birds, 

fish and other wildlife.  
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Areas to be treated are based on surveillance conducted by the District during the last three 

weeks. No residential properties fall within the areas to be treated. It is hoped that these measures will 

minimize the number of bites to residents in the surrounding areas.  

The Vector Control District, established in 1988 to control mosquitoes in public waterways, also 

provides information and assistance on other vectors including rats, ticks, yellow jackets, head lice and 

wildlife. 

   


