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County’s Integrated Pest Management Program 
Receives Prestigious International Award 
Recognition Praises Efforts to Increase Economic Benefits, Minimize 

Environmental Impact, Reduce Potential Human Risks 
 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.—Today the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors celebrated 
a prestigious environmental recognition.  The International Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
Achievement Award highlights the County’s outstanding efforts to engage individuals and departments 
in promoting a pesticide free environment. Santa Clara County was one of only nine winners from 
around the globe. 
 
The recognition was given to the County of Santa Clara Integrated Pest Management Program, at the 
International IPM symposium, held in Portland, Oregon. The worldwide conference gathered over 700 
participants from 29 countries, seeking to share latest advances in managing pests in ways that are 
cost-effective and protect human health and the environment.  
 
“This truly is something that I will treasure, because it took a village to make it happen,” said Supervisor  
Liz Kniss, President of the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors.  “This recognition confirms that we 
are on the right track when it comes to creating and promoting wise practices that will ensure a much safer 
environment for our children and grandchildren.”   
 
Supervisor Kniss was involved in the successful initiation of the County’s Integrated Management Program, 
developed after the County of Santa Clara approved the IPM & Pesticide Use Reduction Ordinance in  
May, 2002.          
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The County uses building sanitation, housekeeping, and maintenance as primary tools to get rid of 
pests at its facilities.  Cultural, mechanical and biological tools are utilized to minimize pest invasion in 
turf and landscapes. Research, management tools, outreach and training have been essential to the 
County efforts to reduce the use of pesticides.   
 

“This is an example of what you can accomplish when you use innovative technologies and promote 
collaboration among individuals and departments,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the Board’s 
Housing, Land Use, Environment & Transportation Committee. “The effects are good for the 
environment and will be long lasting.”   
 

Santa Clara County's pioneering Integrated Pest Management Program has virtually eliminated pesticide 
use for weed management for 45,000 acres of county lands, and 188 structures. In right of way vegetation 
management, there has been an 80% reduction in acreage under herbicide management.  
 

“Pesticides are supposed to kill pests, but they also harm non-target organisms,” said Naresh Duggal, 
Manager of the County’s Integrated Pest Management Program. “We must use judicious, innovative non- 
chemical approaches to eliminate pests to protect humans and environmental health.” 
 

Some accomplishments from the County’s Integrated Pest Management projects, for either structural 
and non-agricultural pest management activities are: 
 

• Phasing out the use of 24 conventional pesticides. Significantly reducing pesticide applications 
and volume of risk pesticides. 

• Significantly reducing pesticide use in invasive pest management, urban, recreational turf, 
landscapes and structures. 

• No use pesticides in pods and lakes since 2002. 

• Approximate 80% reduction in road acreage under pesticide management. Non-chemical weed 
manage have increased up to 78% (mowing, disk, landscape maintenance, manual weeding, 
use of mulch). 

• No pesticide use was reported in 2008 in 15 out of the 27 regional parks. 

• Three regional airports did not use any pesticides during 2007 and 2008. 
-more- 
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The County’s tools, outreach, training and resources are also reaching Santa Clara County residents. 
Activities include training green gardeners, providing information on the County’s website on how to 
manage pest without pesticides, and setting up demonstrations for residents to see successful outcomes. 

 
 

The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisor’s vision and leadership were praised for the success of the 
program, as well as the collaboration of multiple County departments and agencies to reduce pesticide 
usage, including: the Integrated Pest Management Program, Santa Clara Valley Health and Hospital 
System, the Department of Parks and Recreation, the Social Services Agency, the Department of 
agriculture and Environmental Management, the Department of Facilities and Fleet, the Department of 
Roads and Airports, the Occupational safety and Environmental Compliance Program, the Information 
Services Department, the Procurement Department, and Santa Clara County Library.   
 
The Board of Supervisors also acknowledged the support of Pesticide Alternatives of Santa Clara County 
(PASCC), dozens of groups in the community and thousands of residents who endorsed the Pesticide Use 
Reduction Ordinance since the beginning and have demonstrated continuous support to the program.   
 
 
 
About Integrated Pest Management 
 
Integrated Pest Management, or IPM, is a long-standing, science-based, decision-making process that 
identifies and reduces risks from pests and relying on pest management related strategies. It coordinates 
the use of pest biology, environmental information, and available technology to prevent unacceptable levels 
of pest damage by the most economical means, while posing the least possible risk to people, property, 
resources, and the environment.  
 
For more information on the International Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Achievement Award and 
County efforts for a free pesticide environment, visit:  http://ipm.sccgov.org 
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