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Communities Celebrate Long-Awaited  
Safe Routes to School Project  

Crosswalk Connecting Lawrence Expressway and Mitty Way Makes 
Transportation Safer and Healthier For Students and Residents  

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – Today at a ribbon-cutting ceremony, officials, residents, students and 

community members celebrated the completion of the new crosswalk that connects Lawrence 

Expressway and Mitty Way.  The crossing is funded by the State’s Safe Routes to School 

Program grant and the County of Santa Clara.  The project has received strong support from 

local communities.  

 

The crosswalk connects to the Saratoga Creek multi-use trail on the west side of Lawrence 

Expressway and serves five local schools, including Cupertino High School, Hyde Middle 

School, Sedgwick Elementary School, Mitty High School, and Queen of Apostles 

Elementary School.  

 

“This new crosswalk will make bicycling and walking to school safer for students in this 

neighborhood,” said Ken Yeager, who represents District 4 on the Board of Supervisors. 

 

According to a traffic count in 2004, 48,850 vehicles drive through the Lawrence/Mitty  
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crossing per day.  The speed limit at Lawrence Expressway is 50 MPH.  Prior to the 

construction of this project, students and residents living across the Saratoga Creek had to 

walk a significant distance around the creek to get to the schools, or to access the multi-use 

trail along the creek.  With the creation of this new, safe and controlled pedestrian and 

bicycle connection, students and residents can safely cross the expressway to their 

destinations.   

 

“With support from local communities, we were able to win the Safe Routes to Schools 

Program grant to complete this project,” said Michael Murdter, Director of Roads and 

Airports Department.  “This is a project that has been much needed in this neighborhood.” 

 

The project cost was approximately $300,000, with $217,800 funded through the Safe Routes 

to School Program and the remaining subsidy from the County of Santa Clara Roads Fund.  

Included in the project are a new crosswalk, sidewalk and trail connection for pedestrians and 

bicyclists.  Work also included modifications of traffic signals, new pedestrian signals with 

push buttons, and a new curb, gutter, median, traffic striping, and rail fencing.  Project 

challenges included re-grading the Saratoga Creek flood levee to make the trail connection, 

while maintaining a usable levee maintenance road and retaining storm waters in the creek. 

 

BACKGROUND 
The Safe Routes to School Program is a state funded program that is intended to improve 

conditions for children in kindergarten through eighth grade, to safely walk and bicycle to 

schools.  The program aims at increasing the number of children who walk or bicycle to 

school, so that traffic congestion around schools could be decreased, childhood obesity could 

be reduced, and air quality could be improved.  

 

The County of Santa Clara, as the lead agency, applied for a grant from the Safe Routes to 

School Program in 2003.  As part of the application process, local communities, including  
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City of Cupertino, City of San Jose, Cupertino Union School District, Fremont Union High 

School District, Valley Transportation Authority, Walk San Jose and Silicon Valley Bicycle  

Coalition, provided letters to demonstrate the needs for this project.  The application was 

approved (84 were approved out of 420 applications) in late 2003.  The County of Santa 

Clara Board of Supervisors approved the project for construction in November 2006. 
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