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County Supervisors Approve State Mandated  
Medical Marijuana ID Card Program 

 
SAN JOSE, CA—Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors unanimously approved the 

implementation of the Medical Marijuana Identification Card (MMIC) Program as mandated by the 

State of California.  The Board action clears the way for the Public Health Department to operate the 

program by March 1, 2006, and establishes the fees for eligible participants. 

 

“The State Medical Marijuana Identification Card will help to balance the needs of law enforcement 

and patients,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, Chair of the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors. 

 

The annual fees for the MMIC will be $60 per client or $60 per caregiver, if a caregiver is designated 

by the client. The annual reduced cost to Medi-Cal beneficiaries or their caregivers will be $30 each.  

The fees will be used to offset the costs of administering the program.  The County estimates that 

2,600 patients and caregivers will apply for the card this year. 

 

“Based on the experience of other counties, we believe the actual number of patients who will use 

the program will be a lot lower than State estimates of 6,967,” said Guadalupe Olivas, Ph.D., 

Director of the Santa Clara County Public Health Department.  “In six months, we will review our 

actual experience to see if any program adjustments are necessary.”   
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The cards will be available to residents of Santa Clara County who provide written documentation 

completed by their physicians indicating that they have been diagnosed with a serious medical 

condition and that medical marijuana use is appropriate.  Physicians will be contacted to verify the 

information. 

 
In 1996, California voters passed Proposition 215, the Compassionate Use Act, which made the 

medical use of marijuana legal in California. Because the law did not provide an effective way for 

law enforcement to properly identify patients who were legally protected by the Act, Senate Bill 420 

was passed.  

 
In 2004, Senate Bill 420 was enacted to clarify the scope of the Act based on recommendations of 

the Attorney General 1999 Task Force on Medical Marijuana.  The intent is to assist law 

enforcement in identifying Californians who are protected by the Act and provide patients and their 

caregivers with a form of identification that would protect them from wrongful arrest and 

prosecution under California law. 

 

The uniform identification cards are developed and provided by the State Department of Health 

Services.  Although the Medical Marijuana Identification cards will be honored in the State of 

California, it does not provide protection from possible criminal prosecution under federal law. 

 

The County of Santa Clara does not operate a medical marijuana dispensary program. A fuller 

discussion of the MMIC program is available in Frequently Asked Questions at the link below: 
http://www.sccgov.org/SCC/docs/SCC Public Portal/attachments/medical_marijuana_faq.pdf
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