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County Wins National Grant for Archival Projects 
More Valuable Historical Records to Become Available for Public Access 

 in 2 Years  
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – The County of Santa Clara Archives recently received a $201,334 

grant from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), a 

division of the U.S. National Archives and Records Administration.  The grant is the largest 

made by the NHPRC in the Records and Archives Project category this year, nearly $60,000 

more than the next largest grant. 

 

“With the help of this grant, we will be able to support a two-year project to transfer 1,500 

cubic feet of the County’s historical records to our new archival facility to process them,” 

said Mike Griffith, the County of Santa Clara Archivist. “Currently, we have about 300 cubic 

feet of records in the archival facility that are available for public access.” 

 

Once the 1,500 cubic feet of records are transferred, the County plans to use innovative 

processing methods to make this large amount of records available to the public in a short 

time (two years).   

 

“The County strongly believes in the value of preserving the records of our rich, important,  
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and sometimes colorful history,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the County of Santa 

Clara Board of Supervisors. “Just last year, we entered into a long-term lease for the new 

Archives facility, where the public can access historical information about Santa Clara 

County, such as legal and financial records, maps and court records.”  

 

The grant will also allow the County to establish regular research hours and records transfer 

procedures for the archives.  A full-time project archivist and a half-time assistant will be 

hired for the two-year period. 

 

Background 
The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors established an Archive Policy in 2004 to 

establish and maintain a Countywide Records Management program and to provide a 

County archive facility for use by anyone that in need of historical and evidentiary 

information about the County of Santa Clara. 

 

In 2006, The County launched the archive program to preserve historical records.  An 

Archives facility was opened at 1875 Senter Road in San Jose.  The archives contain 

materials referencing historical information about Santa Clara County such as: legal and 

financial records, photographs of officials and historic buildings, maps, architectural 

records, artifacts, court records, and election records.  Items currently on display at the 

Archives facility include: the will of Stanford University cofounder Jane Lathrop Stanford; 

the oaths of office from the County’s first elected officials; and a hand written monthly 

report to the court listing what a court-appointed guardian of four children spent on 

groceries in 1909.  

 

In spring 2007, the national Historical Publications and Records Commission recommended 

to the Archivist of the United States 50 grants of $3.5 million for projects in 25 states and the  
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District of Columbia.  These recommendations include $1.5 million for 18 archives and 

records projects, among which the County of Santa Clara received the largest grant of 

$201,334.   

 

Earlier this year, the County Archives also received an $8,500 grant for processing the 

County Photographer’s Collection.  That grant project is currently being carried out. 

# # # 
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