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County Proclaims May as Foster Parent Appreciation Month 
Supervisors Acknowledge Role of Adults Willing to Make a Difference 

 in the Lives of Children in Need   
 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.— With more than 75,000 children in foster homes, California has the nation’s 

largest number of children in the foster care system. According to UC Berkeley data, nearly 1,700 children in 

Santa Clara County currently live in out-of-home care. This includes foster families, relatives, extended family 

members, or group homes.  

Following a reception to applaud the daily commitment and dedication of local foster parents, the County of Santa 

Clara Supervisors today proclaimed May as Foster Parent Appreciation Month. Supervisors praised residents for 

their willingness to open their hearts and homes to the County’s most vulnerable children.  

“Foster parents play an essential role in the lives of children under their care,” said Supervisor Dave Cortese, 

Chairperson of the Children, Seniors and Families Committee. “We must honor those in our community who 

unselfishly open their homes to provide a safe, loving and stable atmosphere for children whose biological parents 

are unable to care for them because of multiple circumstances.” 

Each year, hundreds of dedicated foster parents care for our most vulnerable children. There is a constant need 

to seek new foster homes to keep up with the demand. Aware and supportive of the county’s diversity, the Social 

Services Agency looks for foster parents with a broad range of ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds, 

including bilingual homes, homes that are willing to welcome teenagers and/or sibling groups of three or more 

children or that can provide for children with special needs. 
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The Social Services Agency’s Department of Family and Children’s Services looks for caring adults who are 

willing to give children a chance to find a place they can call home.  Foster parents are truly unsung heroes 

because their generosity and commitment can make a huge difference in the lives of minors. 

“All of our children deserve to be nurtured by adults who are committed to providing a home that models healthy 

family attributes like love and respect,” said Will Lightbourne, Director of Santa Clara County’s Social services 

Agency. “By opening their hearts to children in need, our county’s exceptional foster families make a difference in 

the lives of the children who will shape our valley’s future.” 

Becoming a foster parent can be a life changing experience for both the adults and children. The foster parent 

application process includes completing an application and background check and training, along with meeting 

with a social worker for home visitations and consultation. 

If you would like to become a foster parent or want more information on how to be a resource for the County’s 

children in need, please contact (408) 299-KIDS or visit the Social Services website at: 

http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/fpr/  

Background:  Attached are Steps to Becoming a Foster/Adoptive–Resource Parent 
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Steps to Becoming a Foster/Adoptive–Resource Parent 

 

HOW THE PROCESS WORKS 

Steps to Becoming a Foster-Adoptive/Resource Parent  

Before placing a child in your home, federal and state law requires that Department of Family and Children’s 
Services license your home. From beginning to end, we will be at your side to answer questions and equip you for 
the wonderful journey of foster care. There are only 6 simple steps on the pathway to becoming a foster-adoptive 
/resource parent: 

1.  Applications and Orientation 

An application will be completed that includes information about your family members, family history and the 
reasons you want to be a parent. You can acquire this application and other information on our contact page. The 
orientation is an informal meeting for you to learn the process, ask questions and decide if foster parenting is right 
for your family. 

2. Training 

If you have decided foster care is right for your family, you will attend 27 hours of Parent Resource Information 
Development Education (PRIDE) training. This is a nationally renowned program that will enhance your life and 
your family. PRIDE All parents are required to attend CPR and First-Aid training 

3. At-Home Consultation 

Our licensing unit will schedule a time to meet with you and your family in your home. We will make sure your 
home passes basic fire and health inspections and provides a suitable environment for children in the foster care 
system. You will be informed of all the requirements during training. 

4. Complete and Pass Criminal Background check 

5. Licensure 

You are officially approved to accept foster children into your home. At this stage you will make a decision about 
the number, ages, and behaviors of the children that you feel you can successfully accept into your family. 

6. Placement 

Once you are licensed you will begin to receive children into your home at your discretion. When you receive a 
call from our placement support unit and discuss a particular child, you will have an opportunity to review their 
history and ask questions. You are under no obligation to take a child you do not believe is right for your family. 

#  #  # 
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