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Santa Clara County Library Director Elected              
Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect to the Urban Libraries Council  

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.— Executive Director of the Santa Clara County Library Joint Powers 
Authority (JPA) and County Librarian Melinda Cervantes has been elected Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect of the 
Executive Board of the Urban Libraries Council (ULC).  Over a three-year term as an officer and board member 
of the ULC, Cervantes will lead urban libraries in North America in meeting the challenges of providing library 
services in constantly changing urban environments.  

“Melinda is a strong asset for this prestigious organization,” said County of Santa Clara Supervisor Dave 
Cortese, Delegate for the Santa Clara County Library Joint Powers Authority.  “Her profound insight and 
experience in library leadership, local government and education will continue to provide both fresh and solid 
perspectives to the Urban Libraries Council’s boardroom.”  

Cervantes currently serves on the Executive Board of the Urban Libraries Council and the Finance Committee; 
previously, she held state and national association positions as Chair of the California Library Association 
Legislative Committee and Chair of the Public Library Association Legislative Committee.  Her responsibilities 
as Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect of the ULC include gathering best practices from other library systems. This 
information will be invaluable as Santa Clara County Library implements its newly adopted strategic plan. 

“I am honored and very excited to be an officer of this board,” Cervantes said. “We can strengthen the Santa 
Clara County Library system by engaging urban libraries across North America in innovative and creative 
thinking, exposing librarians to library, corporate and technology leaders through online webinars and audio 
conferences, and commissioning studies that link the multiple contributions of local libraries to economic 
development.”   
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The Santa Clara County Library has been a member of United Libraries Council for seven years. This is the first 
time that a Santa Clara County Library representative has been elected as board officer.  

“This is an exciting time for California and Silicon Valley, and Santa Clara County Library’s position on this 
board is a golden opportunity,” said Santa Clara County Library Joint Powers Authority Chair, Dan Furtado. 
“There are many things we can learn to reach customers more effectively across the district, and in furthering 
library services through strategic partnerships.”  

ULC has a long history of bringing public libraries together. For more than 30 years ULC has been helping 
libraries better serve their communities. The ULC is comprised of more than 180 public libraries and 
corporations from all over North America. The organization shares ideas, experience and research to help 
libraries deliver innovative programs and services that help build communities. 
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