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NEW COUNTY ORDINANCE AND REGULATIONS FOR OVERSIGHT 
OF BODY ART AND LOWER LOBE EAR PIERCING 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Recently, several young people have been adversely affected by the improper application 
of body art due to the fact that they should have been on antibiotics before an invasive procedure, i.e. body art 
was performed.    With growing local concern about bloodborne pathogens such as hepatitis B and C, the 
possibility of Body Art site infections, and minors obtaining Body Art without parental consent the County of 
Santa Clara Board of Supervisors passed an ordinance regulating the Body Art Industry.  Application of the 
ordinance and the related regulations, in the unincorporated areas and the fifteen (15) municipalities, will be the 
responsibility of the Department of Environmental Health (DEH). Body Art includes the practice of body 
piercing, tattooing and permanent cosmetic application.  Also included in the ordinance were “piercers” who 
practice lower ear lobe piercing. 
 
During May and June, the Department of Environmental Health is implementing the first phase of the program 
to inform and educate the public and the affected industry (within the county) of these new regulations. The 
second phase, starting on July 1, 2006, includes implementing the inspection program. 
 
The new Body Art regulations include registration, permitting, compliance inspections of Body Art facilities 
and practitioners, and complaint responses from the general public.  As a result, the Department of 
Environmental Health will be able to insure that certain standards such as proper disinfection of work stations 
between clients, knowledge and use of sterile technique and client information assimilation before and after 
procedures will be met.  The County will issue Permits on an annual basis, with a yearly permit fee.  
Enforcement action can be initiated if violations are found that endanger the health and safety of the public or 
practitioners. 
 
For a copy of the regulations please visit the website of the Department of Environmental Health at 
www.ehinfo.org and go to Final Body Art Regulations under Featured Information.   
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