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Child Support Services to Hold 2nd Annual 
Backpack and School Supply Giveaway 

300+ Youngsters and Families to Benefit from Distribution and Resource Fair  
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. — Today, in celebration of National Child Support Awareness Month, over 

320 youngsters will claim backpacks and school supplies, donated by the employees of the County 

of Santa Clara Department of Child Support Services (DCSS) and other County departments.   

 

The Second Annual Backpack and School Supply Giveaway is coordinated by The PRIDE Team, a 

three year old group originally created to identify ways to improve performance and morale, and 

made up of representatives from different units of  the DCSS.  

 

“For some families, back-to-school time is very stressful because they lack the resources to buy  

backpacks and the needed school supplies for their children,” said Ralph Miller, Director of the 

DCSS. “Our employees work very hard to ensure our children not only receive the support 

payments they are entitled to, but have the tools they need to learn.”  

 

Last year, the DCSS was able to distribute 245 backpacks filled with supplies, and raised $2,700 for 

the event. The higher number of donations this year is credited to early publicity and the expansion 

of the backpack drive to employees of other County departments, including Social Services, Parks 

and Recreation, the Public Guardian, the Clerk of the Board, the Clerk Recorder, the Office of the 

District Attorney and Santa Clara County Library.  

 

       -more- 

 



 

 Second Annual Backpack Giveaway and Resource Fair – Page 2 

 

Today’s giveaway will take place at the Department of Child Support Services Office, at 2851 

Junction Avenue, from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. To be eligible, families must have an open case with 

the DCSS and have children ages 5-18. Backpacks will be provided on a first-come first-served 

basis, and will be limited to two per family. However, due to the drive’s success, this families with 

more than two children may receive an additional bag with school supplies. 

 

 “This event will give children the tools they need to start the school year off right,” said Don Gage, 

Chair of the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors. “The Board is grateful for our employees’ 

generosity and dedication to the children of this county.”  

 

Simultaneous to the giveaway, a Resource Fair for the families will present a variety of County and 

community services available to them. Participating organizations include the San Jose Police 

Department, Crime Prevention, Healthy Families, Parks and Recreation Department, Family Law 

Facilitator. The Community Prosecution Unit of the District Attorney’s office will administer 

children identification kits. Entertainment for the children and a raffle with gift card prizes for the 

adults will be provided.  

 

WARNING:  Media interested in covering the Backpack and School Supply Giveaway and 

Resource Fair should contact Department Director Ralph Miller (408) 503-5345. A release form 

must be signed for photographs. 

 

 

About the Department of Child Support Services 

The Department of Child Support Services is currently responsible for over 60,000 cases.  Included 

in this number are children who are emancipated and need assistance to collect past due payments, 

and families that are not currently enrolled in social assistance but need the DCSS to collect child 

support.  Santa Clara County uses a variety of tools to secure payments and to reinforce the need for 

all parents to take responsibility for the financial, emotional and physical support of their children.  
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