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Supervisors Approve Two Final Bridge Structures to 
Complete County’s State Mandated Seismic Retrofit List 

Structural Project to Reinforce Shoreline Boulevard Overhead at Central Expressway and 
Central Expressway Overcrossing at Lawrence Expressway 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— County of Santa Clara Supervisors have awarded a construction contract for 

the seismic retrofit of two structures on Central Expressway. Retrofit of these two bridges will 

complete the County’s Bridge Seismic Safety Program.  
 

“It is very rewarding that we are so close to completing our Seismic Safety Program,” said County of 

Santa Clara Supervisor Liz Kniss.  “Completion of these two north County bridges will fulfill our goal to 

provide our residents with safe and accessible roads.”   

 

Based on the availability of federal and state funding, the County has been able to retrofit one to two 

bridges annually since the inception of the Program in 1990. For this final project and after reviewing a 

total of ten responsive bids, the Department of Roads and Airports recommended a contract award to 

Bugler Construction, in the amount of $1,096,339. 

 

“We will be able to strengthen the structures of two highly used expressway interchanges,” stated County 

of Santa Clara Roads and Airport Director Michael Murdter. “Construction involves bridge abutment and 

column strengthening.” 
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 “Once we complete these two projects, the County will have finished retrofitting all 21 bridges 

included in the County’s Bridge Seismic Safety Program,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the 

County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors.  “In case of an emergency we want our roads to provide 

the needed access to our residents. The safety of our residents is our primary concern.”   

 

The large number of bidders for the final project of the Bridge Seismic Safety Program resulted in 

favorable bids substantially below the expected bid amount. The project is scheduled to last 200 

working days with completion planned in July 2008, subject to any weather related delays that might 

occur this winter. 

 

This project will accomplish a portion of the Roads and Airports Calendar Year 2007 Master Capital 

Projects Plan approved by the Board on April 10, 2007. The contract provides for Seismic Retrofit of 

Shoreline Boulevard Overhead at Central Expressway, Bridge Number 37C0121, and Central 

Expressway Over crossing at Lawrence Expressway, Bridge Number 37C0183, which are the final two 

bridge structures on the County's state mandated seismic retrofit list. Following the Loma Prieta 

earthquake in 1989, the State enacted legislation to create the Seismic Safety Retrofit Program.  Project 

priorities were established by Caltrans using a rating algorithm.  Based on these rating factors and 

seismic analysis, the County identified 21 of the 168 bridges under its jurisdiction for seismic retrofit.  

The County’s Bridge Seismic Retrofit Program started in December 1990, when the Board of 

Supervisors recognized the necessity of improving the seismic safety of bridges and approved the 

program.  The County program does not include bridges under the jurisdiction of other cities or 

agencies such as Caltrans
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