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County Proclaims May as Foster Care Month 
Supervisors Recognize Vital Role of Foster Parents and Encourage 

Recruitment that Reflects Children’s Backgrounds and Needs 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Recognizing the commitment of Santa Clara County’s foster parents to 

children, families and the community, on Tuesday the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors 

proclaimed May as Foster Care Month. The Board commended foster parents for their willingness to 

embrace the County’s most vulnerable children, and invited residents to support recruitment efforts, 

and to meet the needs of children without a place to call home. 

 

“Foster Care Month honors our foster parents,” said Supervisor Ken Yeager, Chair of the Board's 

Children, Seniors and Families Committee. “We cannot thank them enough for opening their hearts 

and homes so that displaced children can grow up in safe and nurturing environments.” 

 

In Santa Clara County there are almost 2,000 children in out-of-home care, living with foster families, 

relatives, extended family members, and other approved placements. Given the county’s diversity, the 

Social Services Agency looks for foster parents with a broad range of ethnic, cultural and religious 

backgrounds, including bilingual homes. Some of these homes provide for medically fragile children, 

or are willing to welcome teenagers and sibling groups of three or more children.  

 

 

-more- 
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The Department of Family and Children’s Services makes every effort to place children in their communities 

so they can continue to attend their schools, visit their friends and relatives, and have better 

opportunities to reunite with their families.  

 
“Foster care families face daily challenges and provide an essential role in the lives of foster children,” 

said Norma Doctor Sparks, Director of the Department of Family and Children’s Services. 

“They are aware that children in foster care have been removed from their homes due to abuse or 

neglect, and go the extra mile to help children regain trust in others and their sense of self worth.”  

 

According to “No Family, No Future,” a report released this week by the County Welfare Directors 

Association of California and the Legal Advocates for Permanent Parenting, California has the largest 

child welfare system in the United States, with nearly 80,000 children in the State’s foster care system. 

The report notes that greater investment in family caregiver recruitment and support is essential to 

improve outcomes for California’s foster children. Over the last 10 years, there was an estimated loss 

of at least 3,059 licensed foster care homes statewide, with Santa Clara County reporting a loss of  

45-50 percent of the county’s licensed homes over the same period. 

 

There are many reasons for the loss of foster homes.  In Santa Clara County there is a focused effort to 

place children with relatives and other extended family members, and many children are adopted.  The 

high cost of living, however, plays a major cause in the decline.  Due to inflation foster care payments 

have an average purchasing power 23 percent lower than in 2000, the last time they were increased.  

This is a key barrier for recruiting and retaining family caregivers. 

 

Assembly Member James Beall has introduced Bill AB324 to provide some relief to this issue.  The 

legislation includes a basic rate increase that keeps with inflation for foster parents and further 

investment in family caregiver support. 

 

Santa Clara County Social Services Agency is continually recruiting and training foster care parents.  

To find out about requirements and qualifications needed to apply, call 408-299-KIDS.  
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