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County Adopts Resolution to Support 
Plug-in Electric or Hybrid Electric Vehicles 

Resolution Complements County’s Efforts to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— As a participant in the Plug-In-Partners National Campaign, the County of 

Santa Clara Board of Supervisors adopted today a resolution supporting policies that promote the 

development and commercialization of Plug-In Electric or Hybrid Electric vehicles. The action is 

consistent with the County’s push to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions within the vehicle fleet. 
 

“Automobile emissions significantly contribute to smog in our cities and to global warming,” said 

Supervisor Pete McHugh, Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors Finance and Government 

Operations Committee.  “This resolution highlights the County’s commitment to continue finding 

ways to protect the health of our residents and our planet.” 
 
By adopting this resolution, the County agrees to consider purchasing flexible fuel Plug-In Electric or 

Hybrid Electric vehicles if they are manufactured. Campaign organizers will present auto makers with 

an aggregate “soft” order for sedans, vans, SUVs and other vehicles specified by governmental and 

business entities. The County’s annual vehicle acquisitions are approved by the Board of Supervisors, 

and are based on the replacement criteria set forth in the Ten Year Fleet Plan and County policies on 

procurement of Fuel Efficient and Low Emission vehicles. 
 

Eight percent (8%) or 170 of the 2100 vehicles and equipment in the current County Fleet are 

considered Alternative Fueled Vehicles. 
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 “This resolution is a clear message to vehicle manufacturers that counties and municipal fleet 

operators are seriously interested in procuring alternative fueled vehicles,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, 

Vice-Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors Finance and Government Operations Committee. 

“The County is highly committed to reducing Greenhouse Gas emissions, and we continue to identify 

actions that will help us advance these goals.” 

 

Last month, the County of Santa Clara signed on to the nationwide Cool Counties Initiative and agreed 

to take a leadership role in addressing climate changes. The County also will comply with State 

Assembly Bill AB32, which requires the state and local governments to create Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 

emission inventories, develop Climate Action Plans and to reduce GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 

specific dates. 

 

Local government operations consume large quantities of energy and resources through buildings, 

vehicle fleets, parks, streets and traffic lights, sewage and treatment plants, landfill and other public 

works.  In order to comply with State Assembly Bill AB32, the County will have to create a GHG 

emissions inventory of governmental operations.   

 

As part of an extensive effort to use the International Council for Local Environmental Initiative 

(ICLEI) for developing an overall GHG emissions inventory, the County is currently developing the 

County’s Operations GHG inventory for the Vehicle fleet and continues to support existing projects 

and programs to effectively reduce emissions.  Expanded use of Plug-In Electric or Hybrid vehicles 

has significant potential to further reduce the County Vehicle Emissions. 

 

“This resolution signals to industry that we are serious about addressing emissions,” said County 

Executive Pete Kutras. “Manufacturers need to know demand exists before they will make the 

necessary investment; at the same time, counties and municipalities need to be assured that 

manufacturers will produce an adequate supply of vehicles to meet our needs.” 
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Background 

Santa Clara County is a member of the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives 
(ICLEI) and the Clean Cities Coalition.  These organizations promote community-based initiatives to 
reduce global warming emissions.  More than 500 municipalities, government agencies, businesses and 
individuals have recognized the potential for Plug-In Hybrids by placing soft orders for more than 
8,500 Plug-In vehicles when they become available. 
 

Plug-in electric or hybrid electric vehicles have more powerful batteries than current hybrid vehicles, 
and can be charged in a standard electric socket.  These vehicles can be driven between 20 to 60 miles 
without using their gasoline engine.  Once the battery charge is depleted, the vehicle seamlessly 
switches to gasoline. 
 
Another major benefit of Plug-In electric vehicles is that they are fueled in part by cleaner, cheaper, 
domestically produced energy, resulting in reducing GHG emission and improved air quality. 
Studies indicate that emissions from most pollutants and GHGs are lowered by a shift from internal 
combustion engines to Plug-In Vehicles, regardless of how the electricity is produced. As grid 
electricity continues to get cleaner, incorporating renewable energy like solar and wind, the 
environmental benefits of Plug-Ins will increase. 
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