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County of Santa Clara Animal Care and Control offering free  
spay and neuter program for pit bull dogs 

 

San Jose, CALIF. - Beginning July 2007, the County of Santa Clara will offer a free pit bull dog 
spay/neuter program throughout the county.  The free spay/neuter program funding is limited to 
$10,000 per year.  Animal owners who wish to take advantage of this free program are required 
to make an appointment in advance with their veterinary clinics to be sure the program is still 
available.   

“The number of pit bulls coming into the shelter is alarming,” said Greg Van Wassenhove, 
Director of the County of Santa Clara Agriculture and Environmental Management Department, 
which includes the Animal Care and Control Division.  “This voluntary program provides an 
incentive for owners to control the pit bull population in the community.” 

Pit bull type dogs are identified by the participating veterinary clinics.  The County will bear the 
entire cost of surgery provided to any female pit bull type dog up to 6 months of age, or any male 
pit bull type dog of any age.  The County will pay up to $100 of the cost for surgery for a female 
pit bull type dog over the age of 6 months, with the owner/guardian responsible for the balance 
of the cost.  

“Pit bull mix dogs are the number one type of dog both handled and euthanized at both the San 
Martin and San Jose shelters,” said Karen Johnson, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Animal 
Advisory Commission.  “Pit bull types were 20% of the stray dogs entering the shelter in San 
Martin, and 35% of the dogs euthanized.  We are hoping that this voluntary program will help to 
reduce those numbers.” 

In all cases, health issues or conditions may affect the surgery price.  Animal owners are 
encouraged to consult the providing veterinary clinic for details specific to their animal or to 
make an appointment for the procedure.   
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