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County Takes a Stand Against Torture 

Supervisors Support the Torture Outsourcing Prevention Act 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—  Today the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted 4-0 (Alvarado 

absent) to support of H.R. 1352, the Torture Outsourcing Prevention Act. The bill prohibits the return 

or transfer of persons by the United States for the purpose of detention, interrogation or trial to 

countries where torture or other inhuman treatment of persons occur.  The Board will send a letter to 

Congress advising of its position in support of the legislation and indicating that a formal resolution in 

support of the legislation will be heard on December 11, 2007, when all of the Board members are 

present.   

 
Supervisor Liz Kniss, Chair of the Board’s Legislative Committee recommended support of H.R. 

1352.  “I think it is clear that we all oppose torture and abhor the transport of persons to places where 

there is a great likelihood that torture will occur,” said Kniss. 

 
On June 26, 2007 -- the 10th anniversary of the United Nations International Day in Support of 

Victims of Torture, Torture International reported that “an estimated 500,000 survivors of torture live 

in the United States, many of whom live and work in California.” Local organizations underscore that 

the existence of a Center for Survivors of Torture in San José demonstrates that survivors of torture 

also reside in Santa Clara County.   According to the Coalition Against Torture, most are of Middle 

Eastern or African descent. The Asian Americans for Community Involvement’s (AACI) Center for 

Survivors of Torture reports seeing 186 victims of torture between 2001 and 2004. 

 
-more- 
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The County’s Human Relations Commission, Council of Churches of Santa Clara County, South Bay 

Coalition Against Torture, and representatives from local, national and international community 

organizations have expressed concern about the outsourcing of torture (extraordinary rendition flights 

to countries known to engage in torture).   

 
“Preservation of fundamental human rights is essential to our democracy,” said Supervisor Ken 

Yeager.  “Our goal is to promote an environment that nurtures peace and understanding, not one of 

fear and mistrust.”     

 
In the past, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors has taken stands supporting human rights 

on other issues that have national and international implications. These actions include: 

1. Resolution to Promote Positive Human Relations and Support Immigrant Rights and Human Rights 

(September 15, 2005) 

2. Resolution to Oppose the High Cost of the Iraq War in Santa Clara County (October 3, 2006) 

3. Resolution opposing the provisions of the Patriot Act that infringe on important civil liberties 

(August 19, 2003). 

 

 “The County should be on record communicating our opposition to extraordinary rendition,” said 

Supervisor McHugh.  “We should oppose any action that would circumvent U.S. Laws against torture 

and not just oppose torture on U.S. soil.” 
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Background 

The United Nations Convention Against Torture took the force of federal law when it was ratified by 

the Senate in 1994. It specifies that “no exceptional circumstances, whatsoever, whether a state of war 

or a threat of war, internal political instability or any other public emergency, may be invoked as a 

justification of torture.” Similarly, the Foreign Affairs Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998 made 

clear that it is the policy of the United States not to “expel, extradite, or otherwise effect the 

involuntary return of any person to a country in which there are substantial grounds for believing the 

person would be in danger of being subjected to torture, regardless of whether the person is physically 

present in the United States.” 

 

U.S. HR 1352 -The Torture Outsourcing Prevention Act , was reintroduced in March 2007 by 

Representative Edward Markey, of Massachusetts, and co-signed by over 50 California Congressional 

sponsors, including local representatives Zoe Lofgren, Mike Honda, and Anna Eshoo.  

 

The Torture Outsourcing Prevention Act would: 

1. Prevent the transfer of individuals in custody or control of the U.S. government or contractors to any 

country known for the use of torture, regardless of an individual’s citizenship or location of seizure. 

2. Prevent the use of “diplomatic assurances” as the basis for determining that the threat of torture does 

not exist. 

3. Permit treaty-based extraditions to countries that do not torture to continue. 

4. Provide the Secretary of State with the authority to permit transfers if the Secretary certifies to the 

appropriate Congressional committees that a verifiable mechanism is in place to assure that the person 

transferred will not face torture and that the country no longer practices torture. 

5. Prevent an asylum determination from serving as a sufficient basis, standing alone, to demonstrate 

that the person would not be tortured if removed to the country. 
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