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County Expands Safe Routes to School Program 
Children Encouraged to Walk and Bike to School, Health and Environmental Benefits  

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— The Santa Clara County Public Health Department’s Safe Routes to 

School Program has been awarded a $500,000 grant for a new project that will encourage 

children to walk and bicycle to school, while addressing traffic safety issues that currently 

discourage it.  

 

The public education and traffic safety project will seek to decrease traffic congestion around 

schools in Santa Clara County and to increase the number of days students walk or bike to 

school. Other expected benefits include increased physical activity, less car congestion near 

schools and a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.  

 

 “Anything that we can do to make our streets safer and environmentally cleaner for children and 

families is a step in the right direction,” said Ken Yeager, County of Santa Clara Supervisor and 

Co-Chair of the Traffic Safe Communities Network. “Improving routes to schools will 

encourage students to exercise on the way to their classes and enjoy the environmental benefits 

of cleaner air.” 

 

The Safe Routes to School Program is part of the Public Health Department’s Traffic Safe 

Communities Network (TSCN),  a countywide coalition of public health and traffic safety 

professionals working together to prevent and control traffic-related injuries, fatalities, and 

health care costs. TSCN will be working with other Safe Routes to School recipients in Santa 

Clara County to implement community support and education for children and parents. 

-more- 
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“The Safe Routes to School Program provides another opportunity to improve the health of 

children, and even parents in our community,” said Martin D. Fenstersheib, Santa Clara County 

Health Officer and Co-Chair of the Traffic Safe Communities Network.  “A brisk walk to school 

is a healthy alternative to being driven to school.” 

 

The program will expand TSCN's involvement with schools and education programs for youth by 

creating school committees to address traffic safety issues around their sites; conducting "walkability" 

assessments around schools; expanding current "Walk to School Day" activities; and providing parent, 

student, and community-based traffic safety education. 

 

The grant from the state Business, Housing, and Transportation Agency will fund staffing from 

October 1, 2007 through September 30, 2009, to implement the project, conduct walking and 

biking studies around area schools, outreach to the community and schools, and implement 

annual “walk to school” activities.  
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