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Santa Clara County Health Advisory Commission  
to Host Health Care Reform Forum 

 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.—The Santa Clara County Health Advisory Commission will host a forum 
tomorrow (May 20, 2009) on Health Care Reform.  The guest speaker Claudia Chaufan, M.D., Ph.D., Assistant 
Professor of Sociology and Health Policy, University of California San Francisco, will discuss Learning from 

the International Experience: A Framework to Analyze Current Proposals for Health Care Reform. 
 
This presentation draws from the international experience to evaluate health care reform proposals in the 
United States. It focuses primarily, although not exclusively, on developed nations, emphasizing how health 
care systems differ, but more importantly what they share that enables them to eliminate financial barriers to a 
comprehensive package of medical care delivery. The presentation also will address ways to become involved 
in health care reform. 
 
The Health Advisory Commission acts in an advisory capacity to the Board of Supervisors regarding issues 
which impact the health of the public.  One of its priorities for the current year is Health Care Reform. 
 
“Our goal is to seek input from the greater community on health care reform,” said Elinor Stetson, Commission 
Chair.  “We are actively seeking information from a variety of knowledgeable sources.” 
 
According to Dr. Chaufan, there are many benefits to a single payer model.   First, it pools the risks.  It cuts 
administrative waste that eats up no less than 30 cents of each health care dollar, in contrast to 3 to 5 cents in 
publicly financed systems like Medicare. It cross-subsidizes, which means that the least costly 80 percent 
always pays for the care of the most costly 20 percent and eliminates the "special categories" -- the too sick, 
too old, or too poor. Finally, it results in shared responsibility. 

-more- 
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 “The current structure, unlike publicly financed systems such as single payer, has no capacity to control the 
escalating costs of health care that are eroding the fiscal and economic health of our state and our nation,” 
said Chaufan. “I hope to contribute to the dialogue about health care reform and to assist participants to 
develop a framework or typology to analyze health care systems and proposals for health care reform.” 
 
 
WHEN:  Wednesday, May 20, 2009 

6:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE: County of Santa Clara 

Board of Supervisors Chambers 
70 West Hedding Street, Lobby 
San Jose, California 

 
 
The Commission will provide to the Board of Supervisors a summary of its findings.  County residents are 
invited to attend the forum.  
 
Speaker Background 
Claudia Chaufan received her medical degree at the University of Buenos Aires in Argentina, where she 
practiced medicine (clinical diabetes) for ten years. In the United States she earned a doctorate in sociology 
and has since been teaching sociology of health and medicine, sociology of power, public health, comparative 
health care systems, and sociological theory. Her research interests include the sociopolitical determinants of 
the diabetes epidemic, the sociology of human genetic research, the sociology of disease-based social 
movements, comparative/international health care systems, and health and human rights.  
 
She is currently an Assistant Professor at the Institute for Health & Aging / Department of Social and 
Behavioral Sciences at the University of California in San Francisco. She is also vice-president of California 
Physicians Alliance, the California chapter of Physicians for a National Health Program, a professional 
organization that advocates for a social insurance, single payer system in the United States. 
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