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Supervisors Support Nominating Saratoga Village 
Library to National Register of Historic Places   

 
Saratoga’s Landmark # 7 Has Served Community For 79 Years 

 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today,  the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted to 

authorize the Historical Heritage Commission to forward a letter to the California Office of 

Historic Preservation, expressing strong support on the nomination of Saratoga Village 

Library/Book-Go-Round (Village Library) for listing in the National Register of Historic 

Places (NRHP). The National Register is the federal government’s official list of historic 

buildings and other cultural resources worthy of preservation.  
 

Funded solely by local contributions, the Village Library opened in 1927 and operated as the 

community’s only library for 51 years. The well-preserved and carefully maintained structure 

has continuously served the greater Saratoga community for 79 years. It became a secondary 

community library for five years following the construction of a new library in 1978. It now 

operates as the Book-Go-Round, a popular recycled book venue, and remains one of the most 

recognizable and frequently used structures in the community.   
 

“The Village Library is one of the historical jewels of Santa Clara County,” said Supervisor 

Liz Kniss, who represents Saratoga on the Board of Supervisors. “We strongly support the 

Historical Heritage Commission’s efforts to gain recognition for a site that for decades has 

nurtured education, cultural growth and social interaction for our families and residents.” 

-more- 
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The letter to be sent for consideration by the State Historical Resources Commission would 

support in the nomination of Village Library to be listed in the National Register, which will 

provide recognition and contribute to the preservation of the cultural heritage of the County 

and the State. 
 

The library not only has been recognized by the City of Saratoga as a city landmark, but the 

current use of the building as a book recycling program serves as a model of partnership 

between private non-profit and public organizations, as the Historical Heritage Commission 

noted in the authorization request to the Board of Supervisors to forward a comment of 

strong support for the listing of Village Library in the NHRP. 
 

About Saratoga Village Library 
 

The County of Santa Clara established a County library service in 1914, and subsequently 

some community members constructed the Village Library, through a public subscription of 

$12,000.  From that time on, the County of Santa Clara has operated a library in Saratoga, 

first at the Village Library, now at a 48,000 square foot building in Saratoga Avenue. 

Ownership of the Village Library property was eventually transferred from the school 

district to the City of Saratoga after it was incorporated in 1956. Funds from the Book-Go-

Round, operated by volunteers at the Village Library site, are used to support the Saratoga 

Library. 
 

Located at 14410 Oak Street in Saratoga Village, Saratoga, the Saratoga Village Library is a 

one story, Spanish Revival style building constructed as the city’s first library in 1927.  The 

3,082 square foot building’s exterior and lot have not been appreciably altered since its 

construction. Historical buildings surround the property. Many mature trees, including, 

cedars, redwoods, cypress, magnolias and oaks surround the building with a capacity for 

10,000 books. 
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