
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                              
June 8, 2009            
                                                                                                                                                  
Contact: Gwendolyn Mitchell/Marina Hinestrosa                     Melinda Cervantes/Nancy Howe 

                   Office of Public Affairs          Santa Clara County Library              
                  (408) 299-5119                                                          (408) 293-2326 ext. 3001/3080   

 

Summer Reading Programs to Encourage 
Recreational, Fulfilling Activities for Everyone  

 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.— While summer breaks offer children much needed rest from a 

busy academic year, leisure time does not have to be boring or unproductive.  Starting June 13, the 

Santa Clara County Library Administration will kick off its 2009 summer programs for children and 

adults. Everyone is welcome to sign up. 

 

“Books are excellent companions during our off time,” said County of Santa Clara Supervisor Dave 

Cortese, Delegate of the Santa Clara County Library District Joint Powers Authority.  “Our community 

libraries can help us replenish our minds anytime, anywhere, because of the diverse selection of 

materials they provide, at no cost to residents.”   

 

When reading is not connected to book reports or tests, it is a delightful habit with long lasting 

benefits. Summer reading clubs and spontaneous reading help develop literacy skills such as 

comprehension, vocabulary and reading speed, and reading achievement is linked to better 

performance in school.  

 

“During the summer people have more time for recreational activities,” said Melinda Cervantes, 

Santa Clara County Librarian. “Our libraries anticipate this and are ready with multiple entertainment 

and learning opportunities for everyone in Santa Clara County.”  

      
Last year over 13,000 children under 18 years of age and 920 adults participated in summer reading 

programs sponsored by Santa Clara County libraries. Summer reading activities involve reading 

clubs and authors’ visits and presentations.   

       -more- 
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“Our summer programs will give everyone a chance to read for fun, relax and take time with a good 

book,” said Davi Evans, Santa Clara County Library Children Services Manager. “We hope kids will 

grow up with great memories of the summer they read that special book that changed their life, or the 

days they spent reading those stacks of books they waited all school year to read.” 

 

The Santa Clara County Library Administration oversees community libraries in Campbell, Cupertino, 

Gilroy, Los Altos, Milpitas, Morgan Hill, and Saratoga. The Bookmobile tours neighborhoods, 

community centers and strategically located stops in cities and unincorporated areas of Santa Clara 

County.  Each one of the libraries that are part of the system will offer unique activities and incentives 

to keep patrons of all ages and interests engaged in reading through the year. 

 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY LIBRARY – 2009 SUMMER READING PROGRAMS  
 
SUMMER READING PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN 
Be Creative@ Your Library (For kids up to 8th Grade) 
Free reading activities just for the fun of it.  Students can chose from fiction and non-fiction, classics 
and graphic novels, and everything in between.  Participants can keep track of what they read all 
summer, online or on paper. Certificates will be given to those who finish. 
 
SUMMER READING PROGRAM FOR TEENS 
Express Yourself @ Your Library. (For 7TH graders and up) 
A fun book discussion at each of Santa Clara County libraries of Life As We Knew It, about a teen girl 
describing through journal entries her family’s struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, 
causing worldwide destruction. Besides book clubs, other creative programs for teens will be 
available. 
 
SUMMER READING PROGRAM FOR ADULTS 
Featuring these four authors: 
Laura Crum, a writer living in Santa Cruz, best known for her mystery series featuring equine 
veterinarian Gail McCarthy. Her latest book is Chasing Cans.  
Laurie R. King is a New York Times bestselling author living in the hills above Monterey Bay. 
Her just-released novel, The Language of Bees, is the latest in the series that started with The 
Beekeeper’s Apprentice. 
Jana McBurney-Lin, author of My Half of the Sky, lived in Asia for 15 years and founded the Writers 
Camp for Kids. 
Gail Tsukiyama, born in San Francisco to a Chinese mother and a Japanese father, is the author of 
6 novels including Women of the Silk, The Samurai’s Garden and her latest The Street of a 
Thousand Blossoms. 
 
Residents can visit their community libraries, call 1- 800-286-1991, or check the Santa Clara County 
Library website and calendar for full list of programs at http://www-lib.co.santa-clara.ca.us/  
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