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News Release 
 
   
November 24, 2008 
 
Inmate Crafted Toys Donated to Toys for Tots 
 
More than 300 hand-made wooden toys, produced by inmates in the Department of Correction’s 
Industries Division, will be donated to the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve’s Toys for Tots program 
in an event at the Elmwood Correctional Complex in Milpitas. 
 
The formal presentation of the toys will be made to the Marines by Chief of Correction Edward 
Flores at 9 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 4, in the Elmwood industries shop at Elmwood.  The facility is 
located at 701 S. Abel Street, Milpitas, 95035. 
 
This event is the eighth consecutive year that the Marines have come to Elmwood to pick up the 
hand-crafted toys.  With this year’s production, the Department and its inmates have donated 
more than 3,000 toys to the famed program geared to collecting toys for children in need. 
 
Under the supervision of shop teachers from Milpitas Adult Education, inmates are trained in 
basic woodworking.  They typically construct cabinets, tables and display cases. Toy making is 
an extra duty for the inmates, a task they genuinely enjoy while learning proper and safe wood 
working techniques.  As an added benefit, all the wood used for making toys is scrap, making the 
project environmentally friendly. 
 
Media are invited to attend this event, however all attendees must be cleared no later than two 
days prior to the event.  Please submit full name, social security number and driver’s license 
number to Mark Cursi, public information officer, by Tuesday, Dec. 2.  The required information 
can be sent via e-mail to mark.cursi@doc.sccgov.org or by calling (408) 808-5720.  Attending 
media members are asked to arrive no later than 8:45 a.m. the day of the event. 
 
Historically, some of the inmates who helped create the toys will be present at the ceremony and 
are agreeable to interviews. 
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