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Santa Clara Valley Medical Center’s Seismic Safety Project Moves 
Forward with Board of Supervisors Approval of “Green” Building 

First Major Construction Since Passage of Measure A 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. — Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors took another step forward with 

Santa Clara Valley Medical Center’s Seismic (Earthquake) Safety Project by approving green building 

recommendations for the new hospital bed building. This new bed building is a major element of the Seismic 

Safety Project, which was funded when Santa Clara County voters approved Measure A, the bond measure that 

allows SCVMC to meet the State of Californian’s seismic safety requirements. The green building approach is an 

essential element of the Seismic Safety Project and meets the Green Building Policy established by the Board of 

Supervisors. 

 

Bed Building 1 is a six-story, 370,000 square foot inpatient building, which will house 168 single patient rooms in 

Intensive Care, Rehabilitation and transitional Acute Care nursing units. The design recommendations are for 

achieving a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold certification.  

 

“Achieving a LEED Gold Certification will set a national standard for public hospitals, and provide a model for 

other public and private sector hospitals,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, President of the County of Santa Clara 

Board of Supervisors.  “Actions taken to attain a LEED certification will result in energy savings, as well as a 

healthy and safe environment for patients and employees.” 
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The LEED program is the most extensive and well recognized standard that distinguishes green buildings from 

other buildings. The Board's policy requires County departments to follow green building concepts and the LEED 

program guidelines for design, construction, maintenance and demolition of buildings. 

 

The LEED program promotes high performance building practices through sustainable site design, water 

efficiency, energy efficiency, sustainable material selection and overall environmental quality; and use of 

environmentally preferred products and practices. 

 

Bed Building 1 is designed to provide high performance standards associated with a healthy indoor environment 

along with energy and water efficiency, and will exceed the energy standards of the Green Building Policy and 

Title 24 California Building Codes requirements for health care projects. These features will translate into a 

reduction of energy use of over 43% compared to California Title 24 requirements. 

 

“LEED certification demonstrates our commitment to the environment, and also demonstrates to the voters that 

the County is investing not only in leadership in health care, but also stewardship of the environment, through 

energy conservation and sustainable design,” said Supervisor Ken Yeager. 

 

In keeping with the Board’s Green Building Policy, energy savings and environmentally friendly and healthy 

design principles have been incorporated into the design. SCVHHS has established a goal to reduce energy 

usage in Bed Building 1, while maintaining a healthy and code-compliant facility. 

 

Patient care building with 24 hour/7 days a week operational demands make achieving traditional energy savings 

difficult for hospitals. The LEED program promotes improved health of building occupants, meeting goals of 

health care facilities. LEED ratings are based on a point system, with various levels requiring additional points. 

LEED “Certified” requires a minimum of 26 points. “Silver” requires a minimum of 33 points. “Gold” requires a 

minimum of 39 points and “Platinum” requires a minimum of 52 points.  
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“Although hospitals are not required to seek LEED certification, we are targeting a Gold certification to meet the 

green building policies set by our Board of Supervisors, reduce our operating costs, and at the same time setting 

an example for the healthcare industry.” said Kim Roberts, Executive Director of the Santa Clara Valley Health & 

Hospital System. 

 

Specific characteristics of this project mirror LEED Gold certification standards including: enhanced exterior wall 

system to minimize heat loss and gain, and improve patient and staff comfort; low-VOC (volatile organic 

compounds) building materials to reduce indoor air pollution; water efficient plumbing fixtures; Photovoltaic cells 

on parking structures; three green roof areas to reduce surface water runoff and improve views from patient 

rooms; recycling of a high percentage of construction waste; use of sustainably harvested wood; healthy, energy-

efficient ventilation system; landscape design to minimize irrigation; and exterior lighting to reduce night-time light 

pollution. 

 

BACKGROUND 

In response to earthquake damage to Southern California hospitals in 1994, the State of California enacted SB 

1953, seismic safety legislation requiring that by 2013 all hospitals be able to remain standing, operational and 

capable of providing acute-care medical services to the public during a major earthquake.  The State, however, 

did not provide any funding to meet these requirements.  Last November, the voters of Santa Clara County 

overwhelmingly supported Measure A, the bond measure that helps Santa Clara Valley Medical Center to meet 

the State’s mandate to be seismically (earthquake) safe.  The Seismic Safety Project allows SCVMC to bring 

buildings that hold nearly half its hospital beds into seismic compliance.  The Seismic Safety Project, including 

the green building component, is an essential part of the County’s ongoing vision and plan for the future health of 

this community; to provide a more efficient, effective and responsible system of care and better experience for 

patients.  
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